= Federal Ministry "= Federal Chancellery "= Federal Ministry
Labour, Social Affairs, Health, Republic of Austria Education
Care and Consumer Protection Republic of Austria
Republic of Austria

Second progress report
on implementation of the
European Child Guarantee
in Austria

$

el
y ¥

-

" --n—...." »
Fa o




Legal notice

Media owner, publisher, editor:
Federal Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs, Health, Care and Consumer Protection
Stubenring 1, 1010 Vienna, Austria

Coordination: Ministry of Social Affairs, Health, Care and Consumer Protection,
National Coordinator Georg Reibmayr, Dept. V/B/4

Layout: SHW — Stephan Hiegetsberger Werbegrafik-Design GmbH, A-1170 Vienna
Cover picture: © iStockphoto/RobHainer

Print: BMASGPK

Vienna, 2026. Date: 7 April 2026

ISBN-No.: 978-3-85010-754-9

Copyright and Liability:

Copies may only be made of extracts where there is a reference to the source; all other rights reserved.
Reference is made to the fact that despite careful processing all information provided in this publication
is subject to correction and liability on the part of the Chancellery and the author is excluded. The

legal opinions expressed represent the non-binding opinions of the author and in no way anticipate the
jurisdiction of independent courts.

In the case of quoting in academic works, “Federal Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs, Health, Care and
Consumer Protection (BMASGPK), Republic of Austria” should be given as the source, which should also
include the title and year of publication.

This publication and others can be obtained free of charge from the brochure service of the Ministry of
Social Affairs at www.sozialministerium.gv.at/broschuerenservice and by calling +43 1 711 00-86 25 25.



https://www.sozialministerium.gv.at/broschuerenservice

Table of contents

Preliminary remarks.. ... e 3

1 The social situation of children in Austria and enhancing equal

opportunities for them . 4

2 Governance and policy framework of the Child Guarantee process

TN AUSEFIA. 15
3 Key Element ‘Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC)'...................cccocooonne... 20
4 Key element ‘Inclusive education provision and school-related activities’ .. ... 23
5 Key element ‘Healthy school meals’ ... . .. ... ... ... . ... 28
6 Key element ‘Health care provision’ ... ... 30
7 Key element ‘Healthy eating’ ... .. . 33
8 Key element ‘Adequate housing’....... .. . .. 35
9 Special topic ‘Family and young people’ ... . 38
10 Special topic ‘Inclusion of children and young people with disabilities’............. 41
1 FINANCING. ... A4
12 Examples of good practice. ... 48
13 MONItOIING. ..., 56
Annex I: Monitoring tables ... ..., 60
Annex Il: Tables of targets. ..., 78
Glossar 86






Preliminary remarks

This second progress report on implementation of the European Child Guarantee
in Austria essentially covers the reporting period between December 2024 and
February 2026. It follows the rationale and structure of the National Action Plan and

the first progress report of December 2024.

After an introductory chapter on the social situation of children, there are separate
chapters dealing with the current state of play in relation to each of the six key goals
of the Child Guarantee. Recent developments in the areas of the family and inclusion
are presented again as well. Data monitoring has been updated and developed further,

with new indicators being introduced.

As required by the European Commission, the report also contains chapters on process
control, the strategic policy framework for implementing the Child Guarantee in Austria,
and funding details for measures and policy areas. There is also a separate chapter
presenting a selection of good practice models that have been successful at regional

level in supporting implementation of the Child Guarantee.
Austria remains committed to mainstreaming the 17 United Nations Sustainable Devel-

opment Goals (SDGs) in all policy areas. Consequently, the thematic sections of this

report have been aligned once again with the relevant SDGs.
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1 The social situation of children in Austria and
enhancing equal opportunities for them

In its government programme, the new Federal Government, which was sworn in in
March 2025, remains committed to the target of halving child poverty in Austria by
2030, in line with the National Action Plan for implementation of the European Child
Guarantee. Austria is seeking to address child poverty in a multi-professional and holistic
manner, underlining its commitment to the targets of the European Child Guarantee. The
Guarantee reinforces the Austrian Federal Government’s desire to further strengthen
children’s well-being and social inclusion by expanding various existing cash and non-

cash benefits in line with need, and not to leave any child behind.

This chapter outlines the current context with regard to implementation of the European
Child Guarantee in Austria. It also describes relevant measures currently being taken by
the Federal Government that contribute to combating child poverty in Austria (in addition

to the six key goals of the Guarantee, each of which is addressed in a separate chapter).

Socio-economic context and child poverty

At risk of poverty:

o O
/ 295,000 children (17.9 %) ' ‘

Total AROPE:
344,000 children (20.9 %)

196,000 )
Severely materially and '
—— socially deprived:
79,000 children (4.8 %) At risk of exclusion on
multiple grounds:
20,000 101,000 children (60.1 %)
2,000
In household with low / At risk of exclusion on
27,000 — very low work intensity: one ground:
! 98,000 children (5.9 %) 243,000 children (14.8 %)

The figure shows the EU at-risk-of-poverty or exclusion (AROPE) indicator for persons aged
0-17 (Child Guarantee target group). A child is considered at risk of poverty or exclusion if it is
affected by one of the three sub-indicators: risk of financial poverty, severe material and social
deprivation or (very) low work intensity.’

' Source: Statistics Austria; EU-SILC 2024
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In 2024, there were 344,000 children in Austria who were at risk of poverty or exclusion.
This corresponds to around one in five children, or 20.9%.? Despite challenging condi-
tions—such as continued high inflation, Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine and
economic uncertainties—there was a decrease of 32,000 children at risk of poverty
or exclusion compared to the previous year. At 20.9 %, the rate is below the 2022 NAP
baseline of 21.6 % and the European (EU-27) average of 24.2%. However, further efforts
will be needed to reach the ambitious target of halving child poverty by 2030.

Persistent inflation, in particular, continues to be a major challenge for medium- and
low-income households.? It also has an impact on children at risk of poverty or exclusion.
This is borne out, for example, in the quarterly indicators for severe material and social
deprivation collected by Statistics Austria for under-18-year-olds: some 537,000 house-
holds with children could not afford unexpected expenses in the third quarter of 2025
and 100,000 households with children could not afford adequate nutrition.* It should
be noted that these values have remained broadly stable compared to the third quarter
of 2024. It has therefore been possible to avoid a worsening of the inflation crisis and

its social consequences

Measures to tackle inflation

In its government programme, the Federal Government also commits to a fair social
welfare system and effective policies to tackle inflation and poverty. Nevertheless, many
people in Austria still feel the effects of inflation when they do their everyday shop, or
pay for housing or energy. The aim is to limit the financial burden on households and
help keep key areas of life affordable, regardless of how much people earn, how old
they are, or where they live.® Children in particular also benefit from this. A number of
targeted relief measures have already been introduced. The measures already in place are
having an impact. According to the latest flash estimate by Statistics Austria, January’s

inflation rate comes in at 2.0 %.

The monthly child supplement of € 60 per child for single earners or working single
parents with low incomes, introduced in the wake of the inflation crisis, has now been
made permanent in the form of an increased tax credit (Section 104 of the Austrian

Income Tax Act). From 2026 on, the child supplement will be automatically adjusted for

2 https://www.statistik.at/statistiken/bevoelkerung-und-soziales/einkommen-und-soziale-lage/

armut

3 https://www.sozialministerium.at/dam/jcr:bb171702-ad62-477a-9109-bé6cdddc5afb3/
Sammelband Inflation final pdfUA.pdf

4 https://www.statistik.at/statistiken/bevoelkerung-und-soziales/einkommen-und-soziale-lage/

soziale-krisenfolgen
5  https://www.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at/dam/jcr:5f79ae58-2790-4797-bfca-03ecOcflccbd/

31_29 mrv.pdf
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inflation. € 90 million was made available in 2025, and € 180 million has been earmarked
to support this vulnerable target group in 2026. The child supplement is granted auto-
matically to eligible persons by the Austrian Tax Office and is paid out with the child
tax credit and the family allowance. In November 2025, the child supplement was paid
for 139,370 children.

A recent 2025 study by Joanneum Research Forschungsgesellschaft mbH® confirms the
effectiveness of such transfer payments as a measure to tackle inflation and poverty.
Across large parts of the income spectrum, families have even seen tangible gains in
‘child-induced’ transfers compared to 2021 and 2023.

The new Electricity Industry Act aims to lower electricity prices in the medium to long term
and provide targeted relief by means of a social tariff. This social tariff provides beneficiary
households with a capped, subsidised electricity price. Almost 300,000 households in
Austria benefit from this. The reduction of energy levies in 2026 also provides an average

saving of over € 50 per household.”

As of July 2026, VAT will be halved on selected staple foods. This measure is described

in more detail in Chapter 7 ‘Key element “Healthy nutrition™.

Strategic measures in progress to tackle child poverty

One key measure in the government programme is a reform of the social assistance. This
reform aims to restore a stronger and more uniform framework for the social assistance
and to get more people into work. There will be a particular focus on the integration of
women into the labour market, among other things. Negotiations between the Federal
Government and the provinces started in autumn 2025 and a comprehensive package

on the social assistance called ‘Sozialhilfe NEU’ is expected to enter into force in 2027.

Securing children’s futures

The introduction of a two-pillar future-proofing system aims to halve child poverty by
2030, in line with the National Action Plan on implementation of the European Child
Guarantee. In order to approach the issue of child poverty in a holistic and multi-
professional manner and to better reflect progress and developments, existing child

poverty indices are to be defined, developed further and expanded across departments.

¢ https://www.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at/agenda/familie/familienpolitik/familienforschung/
analyse-oesterreichische-familienleistungen.html
https://www.parlament.gv.at/dokument/budgetdienst/analysen-zu-gesetzen/BD-Senkung-
der-Elektrizitaetsabgabe-2026.pdf
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Building on this, the first future-proofing pillar focuses on expanding non-cash benefits
and child-friendly social infrastructure. The second future-proofing pillar involves the
further development and optimisation of existing transfer payments (including adjusting
the age-weighting of family allowances and increasing the take-up rate of family and
social benefits). To this end, an implementation assessment study by the Federal Ministry
of Social Affairs, Health, Care and Consumer Protection (BMASGPK) will examine ways
of simplifying benefits by removing children as a separate target group from the social
assistance and ensuring that they are covered by a nationally harmonised income-related
benefit. The measures are to be designed in such a way as to support the incentivisation
of parents to work.® The implementation assessment study on securing children’s futures
provides an analysis of children’s life situations and the consequences of child poverty,
as well as an overview of the impact of the existing range of benefits and services for
children. Building on this, the aim is to identify realistic reform levers and define packages

of measures. The results will be available in mid-2026.

The Federal Chancellery has also commissioned a study to survey existing child-related
benefits-in-kind across various administrative levels (federal, regional and local). This
study provides an overview and is a prerequisite for evidence-based balancing of
child-related cash and non-cash benefits to achieve societal and family policy objectives.

The results of this study will also be available in mid-2026.

Single parents

The Federal Government has placed a special focus on single parents. The Single Parent
Support Fund will be set up with an annual budget of € 35 million to provide targeted
support, in particular for women and children in the most vulnerable situations, in the
event of non-payment of alimony by former partners. This fund will alleviate social
emergencies, support financial stability and contribute to poverty reduction among

children and single parents, in particular women.

Children of single parents are particularly exposed to poverty and social exclusion.
The Federal Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs, Health, Care and Consumer Protection
(BMASGPK) therefore continued to support large-scale multi-annual projects in 2025
to support single parents and their children, in cooperation with the Austrian Platform
for Single Parents (OPA) and the Association of Feminist Single Parents (FEM.A). There
is a particular focus on supporting single parents and their children affected by poverty
or violence. Projects include the provision of much-needed services—such as childcare,
extracurricular tuition, holiday camps and domestic help—in conjunction with partner

organisations across Austria, the provision of advice and information (in person, by

8 https://www.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at/dam/jcr:4aedd2b4-539a-4e30-81e4-53fae18b6699/
21a_1_mrv.pdf
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phone and online) and the promotion of empowerment and networking, for example in

webinars and workshops.

Gender equality issues

In 2025, the Federal Government adopted the ‘National Action Plan to Combat Violence
against Women and Girls 2025-2029"%, which is a cross-departmental mandate for
concrete action in this area in the coming years. This Action Plan was developed on
an interdisciplinary basis, with the broad involvement of practitioners, academics,
administrators and policymakers. It includes a wide range of measures starting from
childhood and adolescence (Chapter 1 addresses the issue of ‘Freedom from violence
from childhood to higher education’). These measures are intended to benefit girls and

children immediately, while at the same time helping to prevent violence in the long term.

The working group ‘Preventive measures against sexual violence against and by
children and adolescents’ was set up at federal level under the direction of the Federal
Chancellery (BKA) and the Federal Ministry for Women, Science and Research (BMFWF).
This working group will bring together representatives of civil society and various
ministries, and project groups will be set up to address priority issues, develop proposals

for action and, where possible, implement them.

The BMFWF supports a network of low-threshold women's and girls’ advice centres
throughout Austria. The services offered to girls are mostly aimed at girls aged 14 and
over, and are intended to reach them in a way that addresses the target groups and
needs in question. Specific counselling on forced marriage, female genital mutilation
(FGM) and family-based violence will also be targeted at women and girls with a migrant
background. In particular, underage girls and young women at risk of or affected by
forced marriage have access to accommodation with needs-based counselling and

support in emergency housing.

Protection against violence

The Federal Government has introduced a range of measures against violence towards
women and domestic violence, which also benefit children affected by violence and are
aimed at the long-term sustainable prevention of poverty. This section provides some
examples of BMASGPK violence-prevention measures: For example, countrywide meas-
ures to prevent male violence in the domestic environment have been continued since
2025. This concerns in particular the promotion of psychosocial work for men, including
via the 24-hour Men'’s Info crisis helpline 0800 400 777" and the gender-sensitive work

°  https://www.bmfwf.gv.at/frauen-und-gleichstellung/nap gegen gewalt an frauen.html

° https://www.maennerinfo.at/
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with young males provided by the member clubs of the Umbrella Organisation for Men’s,
Boys' and Fathers’ Work in Austria (DMO). The ‘Bandari’™ project run by the Diakonie
Refugee Service also offers opportunities specifically for young males with a refugee and
migrant background. The project ‘StoP - Stadtteile ohne Partnergewalt’ (Neighbourhoods
without Partner Violence)'™ operated by the Verein Autonome Osterreichische Frauen-
hauser (AOF) (Association of Autonomous Austrian Women’s Shelters), funded by the
BMASGPK since 2019, has now been extended to 46 locations in Austria.”® The BAKHTI
Centre for Empowerment™, established in 2023 for girls and young women impacted by
violence, will also be supported. Its objectives include empowerment and psychosocial
counselling for girls and young women who are refugees and impacted by violence, and
there are also opportunities for boys and adolescent males. Support was also provided
for the training for home support workers run by participating organisations funded
by the BMASGPK, which provides comprehensive information about legal foundations,
(domestic and sexual) violence and wide-ranging possibilities for intervention and
cooperation in order to adequately ensure the well-being of the children and young
people in question, as well as the ‘African women'’s association for the prevention and

elimination of FGM in Austria’ project.

A location-based child protection concept has been in place since the end of the
2024/2025 school year. This will help ensure the safety and physical integrity of students

and increase the focus on child protection in schools.

Social innovation

Social innovation, especially in times of societal challenges, is a part of social policy that
quickly helps put in place targeted social policy measures to mitigate negative impacts.
It addresses social policy challenges through new policies, programmes and strategies
that address existing gaps. Social innovation aims to improve the lives of a vulnerable
target group, or society as a whole, through support and empowerment. In addition to
the numerous initiatives introduced in Austria, the BMASGPK is currently implementing

two programmes to support social innovation in Austria.

‘Wirksam Werden' (Start Impact) promotes social organisations to develop and test new
approaches to tackling child and youth poverty. Innovative solutions will be piloted which
address not only material improvement but also and in particular, access to education
and care, the strengthening of family resources as well as the participation and inclusion

of children and young people at risk of poverty and exclusion. A total of € 4.4 million

" https://www.diakonie.at/unsere-angebote-und-einrichtungen/bandari
2 https://www.stop-partnergewalt.at/

B https://www.stop-partnergewalt.at/

“ https://www.bakhti.at/
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was awarded to 24 social organisations. According to an evaluation, the broad thematic
focus, the amount and duration of funding, the stipulations of the innovation process
and the support from the FFG Research Funding Group were all rated very positively

and enable the beneficiaries to develop innovations that could not otherwise be funded.

The ‘Wirksam Wachsen’ (Scale Impact) programme was commissioned to scale up pro-
jects with proven effectiveness in combating child poverty and poverty in general and
will run until summer 2026. The projects aim to ensure, for example, that children and
young people affected by poverty have free access to leisure activities or can improve
their social competences through special sports activities. Seven projects totalling
€ 4.85 million were commissioned for ‘Wirksam Wachsen 7', running from November 2023
to July 2026. Some 15 projects totalling almost € 10.9 million have been made possible
by ‘Wirksam Wachsen 2', which runs from October 2024 to July 2026. According to
preliminary feedback, the programme has led to profound organisational changes and
the lasting development of competence in project management, impact measurement
and organisational development, and this has significantly improved the scalability and

quality of projects.

Situation of Roma children

The Austrian National Strategy for the Inclusion of Roma, which was last updated in 2017
and reset in 2021, aims to promote the inclusion of Roma people in Austria in a lasting
way. Most of the priorities of the Roma Strategy are in line with those of the National
Action Plan for the implementation of the European Child Guarantee, and in particular

those relating to education and empowerment.

Building on progress made, the education priority aims to continuously improve the
educational outcomes of Roma students. Roma people, like other minority groups, should
benefit from structural measures within an inclusive education policy aimed at increasing
equality of opportunity and promoting socio-economically disadvantaged groups, such as
the expansion of language support and early childhood education in the final compulsory
and free-of-charge year of kindergarten. However, access to mainstream measures is
sometimes difficult, so some specific measures are needed expressly for Roma, such as
the provision of learning support programmes or the use of Roma school mediators at
Vienna schools. The mediators liaise between teachers, students and parents in Vienna
schools with a high proportion of Roma children. They motivate and support children
in the classroom whilst helping teaching staff and school principals to understand the
children’s social and cultural background and/or living situation. They also support the
parents in finding a positive approach to school. Many Roma educational projects (such
as the school mediation initiative mentioned above which is provided by the Romano
Centro association, or the learning assistance provided by the Roma Service association

in the Province of Burgenland) are made possible or supported by government funds
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earmarked for ethnic minorities (Volksgruppenférderung). Many of these projects do
not always focus solely on school education, but sometimes also on prevention and
awareness-raising. Here, particular attention is paid to the specific needs of Roma people.
The aim of this preventive work is to raise young people’s awareness of issues such as

contraception, sexual self-determination and the ban on forced marriage.

As successful youth work is essential for the continuation and further development of a
strong Roma civil society, the focus will also be on empowering Roma youth and young
adults through networking with existing non-formal and informal learning opportunities
(e.g. Erasmus+: Youth in Action, participation in Youth Exchanges). At the same time,
specific activities aimed at young Roma on Romani history, language and culture, identity
and antigypsyism aim to strengthen young people’s positive self-identity and ensure
knowledge transfer in the field of commemoration and remembrance. An important
contribution to this was, for example, the 2024 annual focus of ERINNERN:AT on the
genocide of Roma and Sinti and how it is taught in schools, while working with teachers

and young people to find ways to incorporate Roma history into school education.

Many of the Roma Strategy priorities are cross-cutting issues, which is why the National
Roma Contact Point has been set up within the Federal Chancellery. The Federal Chancel-
lery acts as a coordination body for Roma-specific issues and mediates between the Roma
community, the public administration and other relevant stakeholders from academia,
politics and organised civil society. The Roma Dialogue Platform is an important mediation
instrument. This is a dialogue event which is regularly organised by the National Roma
Contact Point and brings together the groups mentioned above to exchange views on
pre-selected topics. The aim is to raise awareness of the Roma community’s concerns
and to work together on solutions to existing challenges. Transcripts and documents
relating to the Dialogue Platform are available on the Federal Chancellery’s website.™
The Dialogue Platform also addresses issues that are relevant to young people. For
example, the 34 Roma Dialogue Platform on 15 December 2025, which was organised
in cooperation with Austria’s Agency for Education and Internationalisation (OeAD),
looked at the funding options available for Roma participation and empowerment in
the field of vocational training for young people, and the 32" Roma Dialogue Platform

dealt with the annual theme of ERINNERN:AT and how to teach Roma history in schools.

5 Dialogplattform zur Gleichstellung, Inklusion und Teilhabe der Roma bis 2030 — Bundeskanzleramt

Osterreich
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Situation of children from Ukraine
The Federal Government remains committed in its intensive efforts to provide support

for children who have fled to Austria from Ukraine.

Since the amendment to the Family Allowance Act 1967 (BGBI. No 135/2022) came into
force, people displaced from Ukraine, who are entitled to a temporary right of residence
under the Displaced Persons Regulation in accordance with Section 62 (1) of the Asylum
Act 2005 (currently until 4 March 2027), have had the right to family allowance and
childcare allowance for children who have also been granted a right of residence. Family
allowance and childcare allowance were granted temporarily until 4 March 2025 and this
was then extended until 31 October 2025. Since 1 November 2025, in addition to the
general requirements, proof of gainful employment or AMS (Public Employment Service)
registration is now also required in order to receive family allowance and childcare
allowance. Family allowance and childcare allowance for displaced persons from Ukraine

have now been temporarily extended until 30 June 2026."

Increased family allowance and a care allowance can also be granted for Ukrainian
children who have been found to have a significant disability, provided the conditions for
entitlement are met. At the same time, displaced persons from Ukraine are not covered
by the opportunity, participation or disability laws of the federal provinces. Disability

benefits are therefore only granted on a discretionary basis.

In families that receive basic welfare support through the basic welfare system for
refugees in Austria and who take care of their children themselves, the care allowance

may be partially credited to ‘carer relatives’.

All children permanently residing in Austria, regardless of their nationality, must attend
school and 5-year-olds must complete a compulsory kindergarten year. This means that
the obligation to attend school also applies to Ukrainian children. Children who are no
longer subject to compulsory schooling can obtain a German language course from the
OIF (Austrian Integration Fund). In addition, since 1 August 2024 following the amend-
ment of the Compulsory Training and Education Act, young people, including those from
Ukraine, must pursue education or training until the age of 18. This obligation is fulfilled
by attending a secondary-level institute, e.g. an academic secondary school (AHS),
vocational intermediate school (BMS) or vocational secondary school (BHS), a school
or training programme in the social and healthcare fields, following an apprenticeship,
or participating in recognised courses (e.g. AMS (Public Employment Service) course,

German language course, etc.).

6 https://ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA 2025 | 64/BGBLA 2025 | 64.pdf
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Displaced persons from Ukraine have been exempted from tuition fees since the summer
semester of 2022. This exemption has been extended to cover the winter semester
2025/26 and summer semester 2026.

On 31 May 2025, the automatic health insurance provided under Section 9 of the General
Social Insurance Act (ASVG) and Section 1 (21) of the Federal Integration Regulation for
displaced persons from Ukraine (Einbeziehungsverordnung) expired. Persons in need
of help and protection can apply for basic welfare benefits through the basic welfare
system for refugees in Austria (Grundversorgung) and, if eligible, receive health insur-
ance and financial support as well as accommodation, if needed. Through this system,
displaced persons are covered by public health insurance and can obtain medical aids,
dental prostheses, etc. They are also exempted from prescription charges and do not
have to make any co-payment. With regard to access to healthcare, children of asylum
seekers and other persons covered by the basic federal and provincial welfare system
for refugees are included by law in the public health scheme, and thus already have free
access to the public health scheme. To allow other vulnerable refugees from Ukraine
and their children quick and easy access to healthcare services in Austria, they have

the option of taking out voluntary insurance or to be co-insured with working relatives.

The basic welfare system for refugees in Austria provides an essential safety net for all

Ukrainian refugee children and their families.

The basic welfare system for refugees also pays out a school allowance of € 200 per
school year for school-age children and children completing the compulsory kindergarten
year. The cost of transport from home to school can also be reimbursed (Jugendticket;
the same general conditions apply as for other children). The basic welfare system for

refugees also covers interpretation costs for psychotherapy for unaccompanied minors.

Conclusions of the second progress report

Austria continues to reaffirm its commitment to the objectives and interests of the
European Child Guarantee. This second progress report seeks to provide as concise
an overview as possible of the main developments concerning its implementation in
Austria. With regard to the six key goals of the Child Guarantee, it should be noted
that Austria ensures high-quality, sustainable and comprehensive provision of these
services for children at risk of poverty and exclusion in almost all these areas. Austria
has always endeavoured to address and remove, to the best of its ability, potential
barriers to access. Despite the budgetary restrictions the Federal Government currently
faces, efforts continue to be undertaken to improve the living conditions of all children
living in the country and to further reduce child poverty. The European Commission also
continues to be viewed as a reliable partner in this endeavour. This concerns not only

ongoing policy exchanges, mutual learning and joint analysis of situations of poverty.
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The new Multiannual Financial Framework also offers chances to promote social cohesion

and equal opportunities, and thus to implement the European Child Guarantee.
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2 Governance and policy framework of the Child
Guarantee process in Austria

Governance of the Child Guarantee process in Austria

Inter-ministerial working group

The overarching coordination of implementation of the European Child Guarantee in
Austria and the preparation of this second progress report are the responsibility of
the Federal Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs, Health, Care and Consumer Protection
(BMASGPK), which works together closely with the Federal Ministry of Education (BMB)
and the Federal Chancellery (BKA). To steer the implementation process, the BMASGPK
has set up an inter-ministerial working group headed up by the National Coordinator

for the European Child Guarantee.

There are also exchanges with the offices of the nine provincial governments, which in
turn have nominated single points of contact for the Child Guarantee so as to facilitate
contact as smoothly as possible. These were consulted in particular in relation to the
flagship projects presented in the ‘Good Practice’ chapter and the presentation of the

overarching initiative on ‘prevention chains’.

Monitoring working group

Data monitoring of the National Action Plan on the Child Guarantee means that there
is a comprehensive, multidimensional compendium of child poverty indices in Austria.
Statistics Austria, the BMASGPK, BMB and BKA were involved in creating this. In the
second progress report, this working group has developed monitoring further as part

of a cross-departmental process.

Since Austria has traditionally had very strong structures for exchange and dialogue
between a wide range of stakeholders on social policy fields and issues, the approach
taken in coordinating the Child Guarantee is to build on these existing structures and to

incorporate the objectives of the Child Guarantee on an ongoing basis (mainstreaming).
There are also regular exchanges and dialogue with other umbrella organisations and

other bodies at national and European level, in particular through the BMASGPK and

the National Coordinator.

Second progress report on implementation of the European Child Guarantee in Austria

15



16

Kinderrechte-Board

The rights of the child, which place a central emphasis on the economic and social conditions
of children and young people, form a fundamental framework here. This follows from the
key tenet of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Federal Constitutional
Act on the Rights of Children (BVG Kinderrechte): the best interests of the child are to be
a primary consideration in all actions taken by legislative bodies, administrative authorities
and courts of law. With that in mind, these legal documents enshrine the right of children
to the best possible development and growth (Article 1 of the Federal Constitutional Act
on the Rights of Children) and to care, education, health, social security benefits and a
standard of living adequate for their development (Articles 3, 18, 24, 26, 27, 28 and 29 of
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child). In order to protect and promote children’s
rights in Austria, the Family And Youth department of the Federal Chancellery has set up
the Children’s Rights Board, an interdisciplinary exchange and advisory body organised
by the Federal Chancellery and in which a number of institutions and organisations deal-
ing with children’s rights are represented. At one of its regular meetings, the Children’s
Rights Board addressed the Child Guarantee and set up a working subgroup on the Child

Guarantee.

Socio-Economic Determinants of Health Task Force (TF-SOD)

Health inequality is very often the result of socio-economic inequality. Socio-economic
determinants of health are an important public health issue. At the Austrian National
Public Health Institute Gesundheit Osterreich GmbH (GOG), the Task Force on Socio-
Economic Determinants of Health (TF-SOD) has been working on different priority topics
every year since 2012. In 2023 and 2024, the priority topic ‘poverty’ was addressed in
the context of psychosocial health, as well as labour (‘working poor’) and unemployment.
These topics also have an impact on children and young people when it comes to their

family environment.

In addition to in-house GOG workshops for in-depth exchange, there are also two dis-
cussion forums each year with external experts from the field, administration and
academia on the topic in question. The Task Force’s work helps stakeholders to network.
In doing so, it makes an important contribution towards mainstreaming the issue of equal

opportunities with regard to health.
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Austria’s Health Targets

In 2012, 10 Health Targets"” were adopted by the Council of Ministers and the Federal
Health Commission. This provides the framework for governance of the healthcare system
with the ‘health in all policies’ approach until 2032. Targets 1 to 9 will be dealt with in
working groups with inter-sectoral leadership to increase support for the objectives.
Target 6 ‘Growing up healthy — giving children and young people the best possible
chance® will focus on children and young people. Parallel to this, a Children’s and
Young People’s Health Strategy was developed in 2011 and the ‘Committee for Children’s
and Young People’s Health’ was established. Due to the close link in terms of content,
Working Group 6 was merged with the Committee for Children’s and Young People’s
Health to avoid duplication and exploit synergies. Since then, the Committee has been

responsible for implementing Target 6.

The different needs of children and young people are addressed in working groups
for Health Targets 2 to 9. There have since been numerous exchanges between the
working groups for the individual Austrian Health Targets so as to take children and
young people into account in accordance with the ‘health in all policies’ approach. For
example, Working Group é and Working Group 5 (‘Strengthening health through social
cohesion’) ran a joint workshop with various stakeholders in October 2025 to address
the issue of loneliness among young people. Cooperation between working groups to
promote equal health and social opportunities for children and young people in Austria

will be stepped up in future.

Committee on Children’s and Young People’s Health

In order to provide the Committee with organisational support and content-related
expertise, the BMASGPK set up the ‘Coordination Office for Children’s and Young
People’s Health' in the GOG in 2016.” The Committee meets at least twice a year
and issued a mission statement? of its own in 2018. It is inter-sectoral, so that cross-
policy cooperation or networking on children’s and young people’s health issues can
be promoted and the ‘health in all policies’ approach strengthened. The Children’s and
Young People’s Health Strategy? was updated in 2024 and the January 2025 version
has been published.

7 https://gesundheitsziele-oesterreich.at/gesundheitsziele-und-arbeitsgruppen/
https:/gesundheitsziele-oesterreich.at/gesundheitsziele-und-arbeitsgruppen/
gesundheitsziel-6/

9 https://goeg.at/Kinder Jugendgesundheit

20 https://gesundheitsziele-oesterreich.at/website2024/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/mission-
statement.pdf
https://broschuerenservice.sozialministerium.gv.at/Home/Download?publicationld=846&-
attachmentName=Kinder und Jugendgesundheitsstrategie.pdf

Second progress report on implementation of the European Child Guarantee in Austria

17


https://gesundheitsziele-oesterreich.at/gesundheitsziele-und-arbeitsgruppen/
https://gesundheitsziele-oesterreich.at/gesundheitsziele-und-arbeitsgruppen/gesundheitsziel-6/
https://gesundheitsziele-oesterreich.at/gesundheitsziele-und-arbeitsgruppen/gesundheitsziel-6/
https://goeg.at/Kinder_Jugendgesundheit
https://gesundheitsziele-oesterreich.at/website2024/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/mission-statement.pdf
https://gesundheitsziele-oesterreich.at/website2024/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/mission-statement.pdf
https://broschuerenservice.sozialministerium.gv.at/Home/Download?publicationId=846&attachmentName=Kinder_und_Jugendgesundheitsstrategie.pdf
https://broschuerenservice.sozialministerium.gv.at/Home/Download?publicationId=846&attachmentName=Kinder_und_Jugendgesundheitsstrategie.pdf

18

Policy framework for implementation of the Child Guarantee in Austria

The current overarching policy framework for implementation of the Child Guarantee
in Austria is the current 2025-2029 programme of the Austrian Federal Government.??
It addresses the thematic areas of the Child Guarantee comprehensively, although the
individual initiatives will still be subject to political and budgetary consultation processes.
The most important initiatives, some of which are also described in more detail in the

previous chapter, are listed below.

Initiatives relating to social policy include: reducing child poverty by providing a safety

net of cash and non-cash benefits for children; enhancing the children’s and young
people’s check in the outcome-based impact assessment. Measures on housing are to
take into account in particular young families, single parents, and young adults, and there
should be a focus on affordable housing as well as a legal framework that provides fair
solutions for tenants; subsidies in the housing sector; the expansion of ‘Housing First’;
socially targeted design and maintenance of a high degree of social mixing; improving

the framework conditions for affordable tenancies and controlling housing costs.

Initiatives relating to early childhood education include: a second compulsory kinder-

garten year; a free healthy snack in kindergarten and in other educational institutions;
an evaluation of the nutrition and exercise options being offered and a qualification

offensive in pre-primary education.

Initiatives relating to inclusive educational measures and school-related activities include:
mobility support for apprentices; stepping up violence prevention; prevention programmes
to tackle extremism and radicalisation at schools; special ‘Reha’ classes for children
and young people with psychiatric diagnoses; expanding the accessible and inclusive
educational options available; having more psychosocial support staff; examining the
option of opening up school psychology to psychotherapists; rolling out the ‘one daily

unit of exercise’ across Austria.

Initiatives relating to health include: better overall healthcare for children and young

people; better training and development of paediatricians; increasing the availability
of therapy throughout Austria to reinforce psychosocial care, especially for children
and young people; expanding community-based practices and primary care for adults
and children, including primary care networks; continuing and increasing the reach of
the ‘Surviving a crisis in good shape’ (‘Gesund aus der Krise') programme; enhancing
the parent-child passport, including by linking it with the Early Childhood Intervention
Programme (‘Friihe Hilfen’); evaluating the nutrition and exercise options on offer; pre-

venting mental health issues; having health teams in educational institutions that include

2 https://www.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at/bundeskanzleramt/die-bundesregierung/
regierungsdokumente.html
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school nurses; improving data quality; collecting information about the socio-economic
backgrounds of children in the context of their health; promoting movement and sport

for children and evaluating the nutrition and exercise options on offer.

Initiatives aimed at families include: strengthening a culture of partnership and increasing
the participation of fathers; a quality and expansion offensive in children’s education
and childcare; reforms to family law; an alimony/child maintenance guarantee fund
to avoid poverty among women and children, as well as the expansion of housing for

young families.
Initiatives relating to inclusion include: reviewing how assets are assessed, including for
people with disabilities, and moving away from institutionalised living; collecting data

on the living circumstances and socio-economic contexts of people with disabilities.

Monitoring initiatives include: defining, developing and expanding existing child poverty

indices across government departments.
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rova e 3 Key Element ‘Early Childhood Education and Care

i

(ECEC)’

REDUCED . . . . efe o .
10 AT Division of responsibilities and financing

=) Responsibilities in the field of pre-primary education are divided between the Federal
v

Government and the provinces. This is governed by Article 14 (4) (b) of the Federal
Constitutional Act (B-VG).Z The Federal Government is responsible for the training of
pre-primary educators, and the provinces are responsible for legislation and implemen-
tation. In essence, then, the provinces lay down the basic conditions for pre-primary

educational facilities and they also finance them.

The Federal Government has been investing in the expansion of pre-primary educa-
tional facilities since 2008. An annual federal subsidy of € 200 million is planned for
the kindergarten years 2022/23 to 2026/27 under an agreement between the Federal
Government and the provinces pursuant to Article 15a of the Federal Constitutional
Act. This funding is intended to cover early linguistic support and the implementation
of compulsory attendance at pre-primary educational facilities. At least € 61 million of

these funds is to be invested in expanding pre-primary educational and childcare services.

The federal contribution has made it possible, in particular, to increase the educational
provision for young children below the age of three and to extend opening hours. This
contributes towards a better reconciliation of work and family life. In kindergarten
year 2024 /25, 36.7% of children below the age of three attended pre-primary facili-
ties (an increase of 1.7 percentage points compared to 2023/24), and 59 % of children
aged 3-5 attended establishments which complied with the ‘Family and Occupation’

compatibility indicator (an increase of 1.2 percentage points compared to 2023/24).

In its 2025-2029 government programme, the Federal Government has set itself the
goal of further expanding and enhancing pre-primary education. Investing in early
childhood education and care is essential here. One important step in this direction is
the planned new agreement on pre-primary education under Article 15a of the Federal
Constitutional Act between the Federal Government and the provinces, which is due to
enter into force from the 2027/28 kindergarten year. One of the key priorities of this
agreement will be the introduction of a second compulsory year of kindergarten. There
are also plans to increase the attendance requirement in the last year of kindergarten
for children with early language support needs from the current 20 hours per week to
30 hours. The Federal Government will once again make financial resources available

for this purpose, just as it did for the existing compulsory last year of kindergarten.

B https:/www.ris.bka.gv.at/NormDokument.wxe?Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Gesetzesnum-

mer=10000138&Artikel=14&Paragraf=&Anlage=&Uebergangsrecht=
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Nationwide cooperation and exchange to improve quality

In addition to co-financing, the Advisory Council on Early Childhood Education provides
a forum for ongoing exchanges between the federal authorities, the provinces and other
relevant stakeholders in order to improve the quality of pre-primary education in Austria
and contribute to implementing the Austrian National Action Plan on Implementing the

European Child Guarantee.

Training and foundational pedagogical documents
The federal authorities are responsible for the training of pre-primary educators. There
have been significant changes since the first progress report on implementation of the

European Child Guarantee in Austria was published.

In the area of language support, the subject ‘Early language education and support’ was
introduced in 2023 as part of the five-year training course for pre-primary educators.
The aim is to prepare graduates in the best way possible to support children’s linguistic

development in pre-primary educational facilities.

The BMB is also commissioning teaching materials to help (prospective) pre-primary
educators with their work. Most recently, the Charlotte Buhler Institute was tasked
with revising the ‘Nationwide Education Framework Plan for early childhood education
institutions in Austria’. This plan was originally drawn up in 2009, and constitutes a
foundational pedagogical document based on the agreement concluded pursuant to
Article 15a of the Federal Constitutional Act. An online study was carried out across
Austria to identify topical and relevant issues in pre-primary educational practice. The
issues identified will be processed with academic rigour. Building on the update of the
Federal Framework Education Plan for Pre-primary Educational Establishments in Austria,
the curriculum of the five-year course for pre-primary teacher training is to be revised.
Practical experience is a key part of training. Over a period of two years, € 1 million
has been made available nationwide to equip training kindergartens at the Federal
Colleges for Pre-primary Educator Training. These are intended to be model facilities
where future pre-primary educators are given the best possible support to put what

they learn into practice.

As well as adapting existing training courses, other training paths will be created as
part of the training offensive. The offensive was adopted by the Council of Ministers on
4 June 2025 and the aim is to provide more training places at all types of higher education
institutes. A regular bachelor’s degree in pre-primary education has been introduced in
the 2025/26 academic year in response to a long-standing demand from the academic
community and pre-primary education interest groups. This degree is to be rolled out
nationwide in 2026/27. Providing an academic qualification is aimed at improving the

quality of the training. From the 2026/27 academic year onwards, 100 entry-level places
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per year are to be financed over three years by the BMB for the bachelor’s degree in
pre-primary education at higher vocational education and training institutions. These
funded study places are intended to strengthen pre-primary education as a field of study

at such institutions and to enable the creation of new study opportunities.

In order to increase permeability, the university course ‘Early childhood education and
care+ (ECEC+) and a ‘Bachelor Professional’ degree in pre-primary education have
been created. A new higher education course is also planned, offering support staff the
opportunity to gain further qualifications as pre-primary pedagogical group leaders.
These new training opportunities at institutes of higher education will be launched on

a temporary basis to begin with, subject to evaluation.

The 2025-2029 government programme ‘Do the right thing now. For Austria.’ gives the
BMB a mandate to comprehensively reform tasks in the education system. Reform is
targeted at making comprehensive changes to the legislation defining the division of tasks
and the way in which government authorities are organised in the areas of pre-primary
education and schools, with the aim of creating good education for everyone aged O to
19 in a way that promotes autonomy, continuity and high quality. This is being negotiated

with the provincial and municipal authorities under the Reform Partnership.
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4 Key element ‘Inclusive education provision and rov auoon

school-related activities'’

In this progress report, as in the NAP, there is a separate chapter on the inclusion of

children and young people. It should be noted that the topic ‘Children and young people 10 mﬁ“iﬁ"‘“

with disabilities at school’ is covered in Chapter 10. =)
v

Focus on language learning and integration

The Federal Government has set itself the collective goal of promoting the acquisition
of German as the language of instruction. To ensure the integration and educational
success of all children in Austria in the long term, the BMB is therefore stepping up
measures to promote the German language skills of students with a different first lan-
guage. With the resource package available from the 2025/26 school year onwards,
the number of posts for promoting German has more than doubled from 577 to around
1,300. This has laid the groundwork for providing targeted support in an increasingly

diverse school environment.

As part of the further development of German language support, legislative changes
are being prepared to improve the German language skills of students with German
language support needs. From the 2026/27 school year onwards, schools will be given
the opportunity to implement German language support autonomously using a location-
specific concept. However, schools can still choose to use the current standard model
with German classes and courses. This allows schools to respond to students’ needs and

to apply appropriate support formats that address location-specific needs.

In view of the significant increase in the number of immigrant schoolchildren in recent
years, particularly in towns and cities, the BMB created the legal basis for setting up
‘orientation classes’ in spring 2025. These classes help children and young people without
previous school experience to navigate everyday school life, acquire a basic knowledge
of German and become acquainted with Austrian values. In this way, the BMB is creating

critical precursors to successful integration and educational attainment for all children.

Focus on reading literacy

30 primary schools were awarded the Reading Quality Label (Lesegitesiegel) in the
2024/25 school year. The second iteration of the Reading Quality Label for primary
schools will take place in the 2025/26 school year. Plans are currently underway to
extend the Label to other types of schools. In order to support schools, the BMB, in
cooperation with the Virtual School of Education (Virtuelle PH), offered a series of
five e-lectures based on the catalogue of criteria set out in the national Reading Quality

Label programme. This further training resource attracted a large amount of interest.
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Around 1,000 teachers from all over Austria took part in the first two iterations. Due to

high demand, a further iteration is planned for early 2026.

In the 2025/26 school year, the BMB has also launched an initiative to promote reading
sponsorship. Reading sponsors play an important role in promoting reading skills and
can be a great support for pupils, schools and teachers as a complement to reading
classes. They also contribute to increasing reading literacy and equal opportunity in

the education system.

Skills-based curricula

Rollout of the new skills-based curricula for primary and secondary schools started in
the 2023/24 school year and was introduced for years 3 and 7 in 2025/26. In primary
school, the new curriculum places more focus on the subject of modern languages.
Instead of being an obligatory exercise, a modern language will in future be a compulsory

subject in primary level Il (years 3 and 4) and will therefore be subject to assessment.

Digital communication

Amendments to the School Regulations which entered into force on 1 May 2025 mean
that the use of smartphones, smartwatches and similar digital communication devices
for students up to and including year 8 is now basically prohibited in school and at
school events. The aim of this rule is to protect children’s well-being and to ensure a
calm, concentrated learning environment to support successful learning in the best way
possible. However, teachers can still specifically enable the use of digital devices for
teaching purposes. Furthermore, the promotion of media literacy remains important; this
is ensured by embedding relevant content in the curricula. The ban on mobile phones
helps to reduce the negative effects of excessive use of mobile phones and to promote

the achievement of basic educational objectives.

Schulsozialarbeit und Schulpsychologie

Submission No 17/9 to the Council of Ministers? states the following with regard to
introducing school social work in federal schools: ‘The introduction of school social work
at federal schools represents a key innovation in Austria’s school system. Until now,
school social work was exclusively provided for in the field of compulsory education and
was organised and financed under joint initiatives of the Federal Government and the
provinces. From the 2025/26 school year onwards, federal-level posts will be created

for school social work. 30 posts have been planned for the 2025/26 school year, and

2 https:/www.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at/dam/jcr:9d0cab92-fc27-4117-9d0d-94edc0d0d583/
17 9 _mrv.pdf
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a further 35 posts for the 2026/27 school year. In this way, care will be available in

federal schools nationwide for the first time.

Since 1 September 2022, the Federal Government has made up to € 7 million per school
year available for the provision of psychosocial support staff (school social work) at state
schools. This amount is allocated to the individual provinces based on the number of
non-regular students in the previous school year. On the basis of the Fiscal Equalisation
Act (FAG), a cooperation agreement was concluded between the Federal Government and
the provinces in the form of a public-public partnership (PPP). Staff are made available
through the Austrian Centre for Psychological Health Promotion in the School Sector
(OZPGS). For the 2025/26 school year, the provinces reported a need for 150.3 full-time
equivalents in total for the provision of school social work. Compared to the 2024/25
school year, this represents an increase of 5 full-time equivalents of such resources

funded under the Fiscal Equalisation Act.

On 1 December 2025, a total of 258,775 full-time equivalents are available in the field of
school psychology at the provincial educational authorities. By way of comparison, there
were 189,475 full-time equivalents on 1 December 2024. This represents an increase of
69,300 full-time equivalents in the field of school psychology, i.e. an increase of some
36.6%.

Schoolbook campaign

As part of the ‘schoolbook campaign’ non-cash benefit, school textbooks are provided
free of charge to all pupils attending a state school. Different school textbook limits apply
per pupil, depending on the type of school. In the 2024/25 school year, the free provision
of textbooks represented an allowance of € 113 per pupil. On average, eight textbooks
are issued per pupil. In the 2024 /25 school year, this resulted in expenditure of around
€ 134 million.

Free travel

All children who are entitled to family allowances and attend a school in Austria can
avail themselves of free regular public transport for a nominal fee of € 19.60 (which
will rise to € 29.60 in the 2026/27 school year). Apprentices can also avail themselves
of this for journeys to their vocational training centre. If no suitable regular public
transport is available, occasional transport services can be organised. If neither regular
public transport nor occasional transport is available, apprentices and pupils can apply
for a travel allowance. In the 2023/24 school year, some 594,016 schoolchildren and
56,853 apprentices were transported every day to their school or vocational training
centre under the free travel scheme. This generated expenses of € 435.2 million for

transporting schoolchildren and € 24.4 million for transporting apprentices (giving an
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average of € 733 per schoolchild and € 429 per apprentice). If no suitable regular public
transport is available, the municipalities and school providers can apply for occasional
transport to be provided. In the 2023/24 school year, 91,774 children availed themselves
of this option. This generated expenditure of € 117.6 million (or € 1,282 per child).

Gender equality
The Girls* Day and MINI Girls' Day initiatives run in the federal civil service? have been
organised every year since 2006 and 2015, respectively, to encourage girls and young

women to pursue interests and career paths that do not follow stereotypical role models.

The Mathematics, Informatics, Natural Sciences, and Technology (MINT) Girls Challenge?,
organised by the government members responsible for women and business in coop-
eration with the Federation of Austrian Industries was held for the first time in 2021.
The aim is to encourage girls and young women from all walks of life to experiment and
research in STEM fields, to gain insight into diverse STEM career opportunities and to

motivate them to pursue non-traditional careers in the long term.

The Austrian Fund for the Empowerment of Women and Girls (Let’'s Empower Austria
- LEA)¥ was set up as a national fund in 2022 and aims to promote actual equality
between women and men in Austria. LEA puts in place measures that help challenge and
break down gender-specific roles of women and girls, particularly in their educational
and career choices. LEA offers school and extracurricular workshops, online seminars,

discussion and other event formats, some with role models.

Equality at school

Through General decree 21/2018 ‘Reflective Gender Education and Equality’, the
Education Department provides schools with a binding guidance framework to system-
atically reflect upon and address gender stereotypes, discrimination and unequal power
dynamics in school life. This topic has also been included as a cross-cutting theme in
the new skills-based curricula, so that students learn to critically challenge gender roles,
understand equality as a human right and actively fight discrimination. Additionally, the
BMB implements measures gender-reflexive violence prevention as well as guidelines for
non-discriminatory teaching materials, and strengthens gender and diversity skills in the
school environment. The Department’s overall approach is systemic: through curricula,

pedagogical guidelines, prevention measures, and quality development, schools are

%5 https:/www.bmfwf.gv.at/frauen-und-gleichstellung/gleichstellung-am-arbeitsmarkt/
girls-day-und-girls-day-mini.html
www.mintgirlschallenge.at

26

7 www.letsempoweraustria.at

Second progress report on implementation of the European Child Guarantee in Austria


https://www.bmfwf.gv.at/frauen-und-gleichstellung/gleichstellung-am-arbeitsmarkt/girls-day-und-girls-day-mini.html
https://www.bmfwf.gv.at/frauen-und-gleichstellung/gleichstellung-am-arbeitsmarkt/girls-day-und-girls-day-mini.html
https://www.mintgirlschallenge.at
https://letsempoweraustria.at

supported in shaping learning environments that promote equality, diversity and mutual

respect as well as actively countering discrimination.?®

Schulstartklar! and Schulstartplus! initiatives

The ‘Schulstartklar!” campaign (Ready to start school! — digital vouchers supporting
children at risk of poverty) has been implemented under the European Social Fund
Plus (ESF+) programme to fight material deprivation Austria 2021-2027 since 2022.
Every year, in time for the start of the school year, around 50,000 schoolchildren from
households in receipt of social welfare support receive vouchers worth € 150 for school
supplies. In 2025, this scheme was digitalised: now, digital vouchers can be obtained
via the ‘Schulstart’ app, which is available in multiple languages. This makes it easier,
less discriminatory and more efficient to distribute the vouchers. At the same time,
there is less risk of fraud and the administrative burden is reduced in the long term.
The ‘Schulstarklar!” campaign is effective and targeted, as is borne out by its annual
take-up rate of around 95%. In fact, the first digitised version of the scheme in 2025
also achieved a take-up rate of over 94 %. Some 4.1% of the Austrian ESF+ budget has
been allocated to the scheme. For the funding period 2021-2027, a total of € 18.6 million
is therefore available (90 % EU co-financing, 10 % national financing). The annual budget
is around € 2.7 million. In addition to this, national funding of around € 9.5 million was
allocated between 2022 and 2024 incl. Further national funding of around € 15 million
will be allocated until 2026.%

The ‘Schulstartplus!’ scheme (Ready to start school! — digital payment cards supporting
children at risk of poverty) is implemented under the Living and Housing Cost Compensa-
tion Act (LWA-G). Every year, in time for the start of term, around 50,000 schoolchildren
from households in receipt of social welfare support receive vouchers worth € 150 for
school supplies. In 2025, this scheme was also digitalised: The ‘Schulstartplus!’ campaign
is effective and targeted, as is borne out by its annual high take-up rate of around 90 %.
The scheme is financed from the LWA-G. The annual budget for 2024-2026 is € 15 million.

A back-to-school allowance of € 121.40 per child is currently paid automatically for
each child aged 6 to 15 along with the family allowance payment for August. Overall,
910,000 children and their families across Austria benefit from the back-to-school
allowance (July 2025).3°

8 https://rundschreiben.bmbwf.gv.at/rundschreiben/?id=793
29 https://www.schulstart.gv.at/de/schulstartplus
30 https:/www.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at/agenda/familie/familienbeihilfe/schulstartgeld.html
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5 Key element ‘Healthy school meals’

The ‘Collective catering’ unit at the Austrian Agency for Health and Food Safety (AGES)
continues to be an important information and exchange platform for all public actors
in the field of collective catering. Guidance and training documents are developed, for
example, an evaluation tool for school canteens, or guidance documents on convenience
products in (school) collective catering. In order to promote awareness and implemen-
tation of the ‘School Canteen Guidelines’, theoretical and practical training is provided

at educational establishments in the provinces.

In the ‘Capacity Building to Optimise School Catering’ cooperation project with the
‘Healthy Austria Fund’ (FGO), further action was taken to optimise break-time food
options and subsequently lunch-time options. The aim was to consolidate nutritional
competence among all groups of people involved in school catering, thus facilitating a

healthy, climate-friendly offering.

Networking meetings with relevant (groups of) people involved in collective catering

will continue and be built upon.

Children eating healthily - children drinking water. ‘Water schools’®

Children in ‘water school’ projects are encouraged to drink water during the school
day. On the one hand, this is a key component of a healthy diet and lifestyle (as water
contains no sugar or calories) and it also helps to prevent obesity and dental caries.
On the other hand, it increases concentration as it has been shown that children who
drink enough water can concentrate better in class. Environmental determinants such

as waste prevention (plastic bottles) are also addressed.

In Vienna, drinking water at school has been a successful health initiative for over a
decade now. More than 80 % of primary schools and over half of Vienna's lower secondary
schools are already ‘water schools’. This project, which has now become a full-blown
programme, is supported by the Vienna Health Promotion Agency, Vienna Water and
the FGO.

The tried and tested project concept has already been expanded from Vienna to Lower
Austria, where it is organised by Tut Gut! Gesundheitsvorsorge GmbH under the name
‘H2NOE Wasserschule'.

3 https:/kinderessengesund.at/wasserschule
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As of 2026, and as part of the FGO'’s ‘Children eating healthily — Children drinking
water’ initiative, the experience gained and the tried-and-tested project concept will

be extended to other provinces with a focus on the primary school setting.
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10 TS of this amendment, 14 paediatric PCUs have since gone live throughout Austria. Nine of

=) these are in Vienna, and Lower Austria, Upper Austria, Vorarlberg and Styria have one

e each (December 2025). The locations of the Paediatric PCUs can be found using the

The 2023 amendment to the Primary Health Care Act (PrimVG) allows for the creation of
child primary healthcare units (PCUs) by paediatricians (paediatric PCUs). On the basis

PCU map on the Primary Care platform.32 Some of these paediatric PCUs are running
pilot projects on social prescribing (see below). An intra-professional networking group
for paediatric specialists is also being set up on the platform website, coordinated by

people from paediatric PCUs.

Youth Health Conferences help to improve young people’s health literacy and are
therefore financed by the Federal Health Agency as a preventive measure in the current
financial equalisation period (2024-2028) and implemented by various organisations on
behalf of the individual provinces. These conferences rely on active participation. Young
people choose their own health-related topics and develop projects addressing those
topics. By doing so, they gain knowledge about health and strengthen their team spirit,
social skills and self-efficacy. With the support of the ‘Future of Health Promotion’ centre,
the ‘Network of Youth Health Conferences’ help the people running the conferences
in the individual provinces to connect with each other. This will enable joint project
activities, outreach and cross-cutting research. The Network is also organising a Federal
Youth Health Conference for 2027.

The examinations provided for in the Parent-Child Passport (EKP) programme are aimed
at detecting health risks early on and treating illnesses in time, as well as monitoring
children’s developmental status. Free screening begins during pregnancy (once the
pregnancy has been confirmed) and continues after birth until the age of 5 years
(62 months). Five prenatal examinations and the first five postnatal examinations of the
child are linked to the receipt of childcare allowance. This means that practically 100 %

of pregnant women and children in Austria are covered.

As part of a digitalisation project with the financial support of NextGenerationEU, an
electronic EKP (eEKP) is to be implemented and rolled out across Austria by October 2026.
The legal basis for this was established by the eEKP Act. A second voluntary consultation
with a midwife is to be included in the EKP. The technical development of the EKP is
currently underway. Technical features will be implemented to allow pregnant women/
parents/guardians to view the examination data and other information, such as results

of consultations, via an app or web portal, and to activate a reminder service for the

32 primaerversorgung.gv.at
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next examination periods. Both health professionals and pregnant women/parents are

involved and participate in this technical development.

In addition to the eEKP, a comprehensive information website is due to be launched in
the first half of 2026. The website will include texts in plain language explaining the
benefits of screening and provide quality-assured information on the further support
available. The website and an app will be available in English, French, German, Turkish
and Bosnian/Croatian/Serbian (BCS).

School health - implementation of the ‘SchulDoc’ project

The BMASGPK, together with the BMB, is working on implementation of the ‘SchulDoc’
project to digitally store data from annual school medical examinations in federal and other
state schools. The project was initially funded by the ‘Digitalisation Fund’, a project of the
recovery and resilience facility. The technical development of SchulDoc and the legal basis

are ongoing. Rollout is planned once the legal bases are in place.

Under Section 66 of the Schools Act, schoolchildren are required to undergo a school
medical examination once every school year. This reaches almost 100 % of children, regard-
less of their socio-economic status. The introduction of SchulDoc means that data can
be collected to see how many children actually undergo a school medical examination
and health-related data can be used for strategic decisions about children’s and young

people’s health.

Focus on psychosocial health

In 2022, the BMASGPK responded to the increased demand for psychosocial care for
young people by launching the ‘Healthy out of the crisis’ programme. The project provides
free, low-threshold psychological, psychotherapeutic and—since 2024—music therapy
support to children and young people up to the age of 21. The project is coordinated
for all of Austria by the Professional Association of Austrian Psychologists (BOP), which
cooperates closely with the Austrian Federal Association for Psychotherapy (OBVP).

An evaluation of the first two phases of the project carried out by the University of
Innsbruck showed that the objectives of the project, as well as the target group of
children and young people, had been reached successfully and that effective assistance
could be provided. Since 2023, more than 45,000 children and young people have been
supported by this programme. As access is free of charge, the project also made an

important contribution to equal opportunities.
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The 2025/2026 budget again provided funding for the programme. For the first time,
‘Healthy out of the crisis IV’ has managed to achieve a longer project duration up to
mid-2027 (with a further € 35.15 million).

In the current financial equalisation period (2024-2028), the Health Promotion Agenda

focuses on psychosocial health and, in particular, on supporting young people’s mental

health.

The Health Promotion Agenda is working on the ‘Social Prescribing in Primary and
Paediatric Care’ project, with the aim of promoting social participation and equal op-
portunities. Experience from England has shown that one in five consultations stems
from health-related, but not medical, issues. Patients often have symptoms for which
medical treatment is not the best solution, such as loneliness, financial problems or
feeling overwhelmed. Staff in doctor’s surgeries are made aware of these issues and
patients can discuss there what is weighing on them and what resources are available,
and work together to find solutions. This also includes referring patients to regional ser-
vices—such as advice centres, discussion or self-help groups, and exercise programmes.
A new implementation phase will start in March 2026, with more than 30 facilities
involved. Promotional projects can be implemented from June 2026 to May 2028. The

total amount available is € 4.8 million.

In 2026, projects will be supported under the ‘Act, Belong, Commit: Get Active, Skill
Up and Nurture Relationships for the Psychosocial Health of Young People in Times of
Increased Digitalisation’ (ABC) project call. These will focus on issues like strength-
ening social and emotional skills and critical reflexive media literacy, as well as on
preventing loneliness among young people. The EU4Health Programme’s Joint Action
‘Prevention-orientated Rights-based Approach to Support Mental Health in Vulnerable
Population Groups’ (PRISM) rolls out ABC even further while also adding another focus
(e.g. loneliness) based on a needs assessment carried out as part of the project. PRISM

started on 1 September 2025 and will run until the end of 2028.

Dental health

The results of the last dental survey of 6- to 7-year-olds, presented in 2025, showed
significant social and regional differences when it comes to dental health. The share of
children with experience of caries increases as their parents’ educational attainment
level decreases. Furthermore, children with a migrant background are more likely to have
decaying, missing or filled milk teeth than the average child. A comparison between
provinces also shows clear regional differences in experiences with caries: Tyrol, Styria,
Vorarlberg and Carinthia have the lowest scores while Lower Austria, Burgenland, Upper
Austria, Salzburg and Vienna have above-average scores. More information on the current

dental survey can be found in the chapter ‘Monitoring’.
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7 Key element ‘Healthy eating’

Update of national recommendations on breastfeeding

In line with the ‘Recommendations for action for a breastfeeding-friendly Austria’ pub-
lished in 2024, the update of the national breastfeeding recommendations in early 2026
will implement consistent, evidence-based and stigma-free information for healthcare
professionals (doctors, midwives, dieticians, nurses, etc.) tasked with supporting the
parents of infants and young children. This information is consistent and provides a
science-based and evidence-based foundation for breastfeeding advice. Targeted in-
formational materials will be produced in order to reach mothers, parents and families,

particularly those with multiple burdens, and to increase the breastfeeding rate in Austria.

‘Kinder essen gesund’3? initiative

Since 2019, FGO and GOG have been running the ‘Kinder essen gesund’ (Children eating
healthily) initiative, which aims to improve the diet of children aged between 4 and 10. So
far, the initiative has reached some 8,000 children and their teachers and parents with
measures to increase nutrition literacy. Measures regarding a healthy, climate-friendly

diet are currently being embedded in the primary school setting.

Reduction in VAT rate on staple foods and the Anti-Deceptive
Packaging Act

In order to provide the population with financial relief when buying food, the VAT rate
on selected food staples will be halved to 4.9% from 1 July 2026. This saves each
household around € 100 per year. Relatively speaking, low-income households benefit
most from this because they spend a larger share of their income on food staples. VAT
will be reduced on selected products such as milk, butter, eggs, apples, pears, potatoes,
pasta, bread and baked goods. Increased monitoring and close cooperation with the
Federal Competition Authority should ensure that the tax reduction is passed on to
consumers. In addition, the penalties for non-compliance with the rules on displaying
prices and for deceptive packaging. This measure will be funded by introducing a levy

on non-recyclable plastic and parcels from third countries.

With regard to grocery prices, the Deceptive Packaging Act (Anti-Mogelpackungs-
Gesetz) had also been implemented. It creates greater transparency and more scrutiny
of misleading discounts and pricing. The Federal Government also advocates at European

level for effective measures against territorial supply restrictions (‘Austria surcharge’).

33 www.kinderessengesund.at
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This is a clear step towards making food affordable, particularly for children at risk of

poverty and exclusion.

Food promotions

Several projects will also be supported to pass on rescued food to people at risk of
poverty and exclusion. Within this target group, special attention will also be paid to
children at risk of poverty and exclusion. The initiatives supported include the ‘Junior
Tafel’ food bank of the Austrian Red Cross and a project by the Tafel Osterreich food
banks which, through increased cooperation with farmers and other donors, improve the
food supply to households affected by poverty. Additionally, seven non-profit projects
totalling around € 8 million were funded under Section 3c of the LWA-G; these projects
also target people at risk of poverty and exclusion and include children as part of the

target group.
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8 Key element ‘Adequate housing’

Housing is a basic, universal human need. A safe, permanent home is essential, espe-
cially for children. Long-term stable and affordable housing underpins safety, healthy

psychosocial development, reliable everyday structures and stable social relationships.

Persistent inflation increases the pressure on families: according to the recent ‘How we
are today’ survey** by Statistics Austria, housing costs are one of the largest expendi-
ture items, especially for vulnerable groups. In the third quarter of 2025, 15% of those
surveyed said that they were under great financial strain because of housing costs.
Single-parent and multiple-child households were disproportionately impacted (28 % and
27 %, respectively). In the current survey period, 12 % of respondents said they expected
to have trouble paying for their accommodation in the next three months. Single-parent
households (28 %) and multiple-child households (26 %) are also the most adversely
affected here. Despite a slight decline compared to the previous quarter, the financial
burden in these families remains high, indicating that housing and living conditions for

children are strained.

In Austria, the Federal Government recently implemented measures to curb housing costs
by introducing a rent freeze for regulated rents in 2025; by introducing rent controls in
regulated properties (old buildings and community housing) for 2026 and 2027, and by

extending the minimum term of tenancy agreements from three to five years.

These measures help reduce the financial strain on families and make housing conditions
more stable. The longer term of tenancy agreements in particular is of key importance
to families as it increases predictability and reduces (involuntary) moves, which often

mean additional costs and new kindergartens or schools, etc.

The construction of subsidised and social housing in Austria ensures affordable,
high-quality and safe housing for families in the long term. The not-for-profit principle
applied to the calculation of rent and the fact that tenancy agreements are long-term
keep housing costs predictable and well below those on the free market, which eases
the burden on families in particular. However, there are also barriers to finding these
forms of housing. According to a study on single parents looking for somewhere to live®
the processes for being admitted to cooperative housing are often too complex and
financial requirements such as the need to buy equity shares are difficult to overcome.
In 2020, the category ‘single parent’ was added as a ‘justified housing need’ criterion to

facilitate single parents’ access to subsidised and community housing in Vienna.

34 https://www.statistik.at/fileadmin/publications/Soziale Krisenfolgen 20251212.pdf
35 https:/www.iba-wien.at/iba-wien/forschung/band-32
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Further policy measures to improve the housing situation for children should therefore
aim to secure and expand subsidised and social housing, and reduce existing barriers
to accessing these forms of housing. The Federal Ministry of Housing, Arts, Culture,
Media and Sport (BMWKMS) was established in 2025 to coordinate housing policy at

federal level.

‘Wohnschirm’ and ‘Housing First’

‘WOHNSCHIRM' is the BMASGPK’s nationwide programme for preventing and ending
homelessness. With a total budget of € 200 million until the end of 2026 and a network
of 80 advice centres across Austria, ' WOHNSCHIRM’ supports people in stabilising their

lives and preventing new emergency situations:

* WOHNSCHIRM Miete: Providing support with arrears and other eviction-
prevention measures for tenants at risk of losing their accommodation.

* WOHNSCHIRM Housing First: Help in finding affordable housing and support for
homeless people from social workers.

* WOHNSCHIRM Energie: Support for households whose energy supply has been or

is due to be disconnected imminently.

So far, WOHNSCHIRM Miete has supported more than 16,600 households, protecting
more than 37,700 people from losing their home. More than 15,000 households were
able to stay in their homes by having their rent arrears paid off. In the other cases,

households received support to move to a more affordable dwelling (December 2025).

Many of the people supported are women and children: around half of applicants are
female (53 %). Children under 18 live in 44 % of the households saved from eviction by
WOHNSCHIRM Miete. Single parents are particularly at risk of poverty or exclusion. In
WOHNSCHIRM Miete, 45 % of all households with children are single-parent households.
Almost half (49 %) of households supported by WOHNSCHIRM Miete are in gainful
employment, but 73% live below the at-risk-of-poverty threshold.3¢

The evaluation of WOHNSCHIRM Miete has shown that a combination of social worker
advice and financial assistance helps maintain a high level of housing stability: The vast
majority of people (95 %), who were able to keep their homes because their rent arrears
were paid were still living there at the time of the evaluation.®” Without WOHNSCHIRM

Miete there would have been a much higher number of evictions in Austria. Indeed,

% Final report on the ongoing evaluation of the WOHNSCHIRM programme, Vienna University
of Economics and Business, p. 160.

% Final report on the ongoing evaluation of the WOHNSCHIRM programme, Vienna University
of Economics and Business, p. 87.
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eviction proceedings had already been launched for 7,100 of the households helped
between 2022 and 2025. WOHNSCHIRM Miete was therefore able to continue to help

reduce the increase in evictions in 2025.

Since October 2024, the WOHNSCHIRM programme has been expanded to include
‘Housing First’. Housing First is an internationally tried and tested method of ending
homelessness on a lasting basis and follows the guiding principle that, in order to end
homelessness, a homeless person above all needs somewhere to live. Since its inception,
the programme has already helped find 445 homes and helped 1,124 people out of
homelessness. Around 49 % of the adults helped are women. A new, safe home could
be found for 371 children and young people under 18—that corresponds to 33 % of all
the people helped (December 2025).

WOHNSCHIRM Energie helps households at risk of poverty who are at risk of having
their household energy supply disconnected, or who have already been disconnected.
Currently, around 125 households are supported every month throughout Austria. Around

37 % of the persons receiving this assistance are children under 18.

According to Statistics Austria, 21,073 people were registered as homeless in 2024. That
is 0.23 % of the total population and an increase of 2.43 % on the previous year. However,
experts assume that the numbers are significantly higher, as hidden homelessness and
precarious housing situations, which are particularly prevalent among women, are not

systematically recorded.

Preventing evictions is advisable not only from the point of view of the welfare state,
but also from the point of view of the state as a whole. Timely and targeted support
saves money and avoids costs further down the line, for example in homeless support,

and in the social welfare, healthcare and justice systems.
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9 Special topic ‘Family and young people’

Families in Austria are supported by a wide range of financial, material and tax benefits.
Many State benefits are financed wholly or partly from the FLAF (Family Burden Equal-
isation Fund), a fund earmarked for family benefits. In 2025 (preliminary success data)

around € 9 billion was paid from the FLAF in family benefits.

These contribute, among other things, to SDG 1, namely to ‘End poverty in all its forms
everywhere'. In 2024 the at-risk-of-poverty rate was reduced by means of family benefits

from 26 % to 15%, i.e. monetary poverty for families fell by 11 percentage points.3

On 1 January 2023, the ‘valorisation’ of family benefits was introduced as a measure
to combat poverty. This measure adjusts family benefits in line with inflation. In 2024
family benefits were increased by 9.7 %. This provided relief to around 1.2 million families
and some 2 million children. In 2025, the valorisation was 4.6 %. Currently, the amount
paid out in benefits overall is 21.4 % higher than in 2022, also as a result of the above-
mentioned valorisation of family benefits between 2023 and 2025, and are thus at a
good level. In 2025 alone (preliminary success data) around € 9 billion was paid from
the FLAF in family benefits.

The Familienbonus Plus, which was introduced in 2019, is a tax-relief measure for parents

earning income and paying taxes.

From 1 January 2024, the Familienbonus Plus was increased from € 54.18 per month to
€ 58.34 a month for children aged 18 and over who are still eligible for family allowance.
This corresponds to an increase from € 650 a year to around € 700 a year. In 2024,

around 627,000 men and 313,000 women availed themselves of the Familienbonus Plus.

If Familienbonus Plus cannot be claimed due to low or non-existent income tax, the

additional child allowance, worth € 700 per child per year, may be claimed.

Since July 2025, the child supplement, which was introduced temporarily in June 2023
as part of the government’s generous anti-inflation package, has been made permanent
and paid to low-income families as a child supplement to the child tax credit. Single
earners and single parents are eligible for each child up to the age of 18, subject to
certain income limits. The new measure will benefit around 250,000 children in Austria.

This child supplement and the income threshold will be valorised annually.

With the amendment to the Civilian Service Act, the flat-rate monthly allowance for

those doing civilian (non-military) service was increased to € 536.10 with effect from

38 https://service.omf.gv.at/BUDGET/Budgets/2025 2026/bfg2025/ start.htm
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January 2023. As a result of statutory indexation, the basic remuneration increased
again on 1 January 2025 to € 605.60 per month. Those doing civilian service also receive

meals in kind or a meal allowance of € 12 a day on average.

In 2021 a study by the Joanneum Research Forschungsgesellschaft mbH found that
Austria’s family policy was making a key contribution to containing and reducing family
and child poverty through a wide range of financial, material and tax benefits.*” The 2023
study update documents the considerable effectiveness of structural developments in
the Austrian transfer system for families. This has enabled the main impact of inflation

since 2021—around 17 %—to be neutralised.*®

The latest study update shows that in 2025 there were real increases in ‘child-induced’
transfers across large parts of the income spectrum, compared to both 2021 and 2023.
This applies in particular to the lower income deciles, whereas there are also some real
decreases in the middle and upper deciles compared to previous years analysed. Child-in-
duced transfers have tended to increase more for single parents than for two-parent
households. In particular, the annual valorisation of many family benefits within and
outside the tax system, which was introduced at the beginning of 2023, helps keep values
stable over time. In addition, adjustments to the additional child allowance and increases
in the Familienbonus Plus at the beginning of 2022 and 2024, the increase and extension
of the back-to-school package in the 2023/24 school year, the reform of the student
grant in autumn 2022 and the introduction of the child supplement in 2025, which has
made what initially was a temporary anti-inflation measure from the package for families
and financially weaker people into a permanent supplement are some of the measures
that have contributed to many income ranges experiencing real increases compared to

previous years analysed, and to a relatively limited number experiencing real losses.*

Sharing family and gainful employment tasks as partners promotes women'’s participation
in the job market, reduces families’ risk of poverty and thus also helps to avoid child
poverty. A series of measures has been introduced to encourage the sharing of tasks

as partners.

There is provision for a family time bonus for fathers (Familienzeitbonus) in gainful em-
ployment who devote themselves intensively and exclusively to the family and interrupt
their employment following the birth of a child. Take-up of this has more than doubled

since its introduction in 2017, and this may also be due to the right to claim, since 2019,

% https:/www.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at/agenda/familie/familienpolitik /familienforschung/

analyse-oesterreichische-familienleistungen.html

https:/www.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at/agenda/familie/familienpolitik/familienforschung/

analyse-oesterreichische-familienleistungen.html

4 https:/www.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at/agenda/familie/familienpolitik/familienforschung/
analyse-oesterreichische-familienleistungen.html
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a ‘father’s month’. In order to further boost fathers’ involvement, the daily rate for the
family time bonus was doubled, retrospectively for births starting from 1 August 2023,
from € 22.60 to € 47.82 and, with the 2025 valorisation of +4.6%, increased again to
€ 54.87 (around € 1,700). As a result, the take-up of this benefit has increased almost
fivefold since its introduction. In addition, the family time bonus will no longer be credited
towards a childcare allowance received later for births starting from 1 January 2023, and
the additional income limits for the childcare allowance, the income-dependent childcare

allowance and the benefit in addition to the childcare allowance have been increased.

Children and young people who are young carers are part of our society and deserve
special attention. Around 43,000 children and young people aged between 5 and 18
are involved in caring for family members“2. Depending on where they are needed, these
young carers help by providing direct care in the form of physical and emotional support,
supervising siblings or doing household tasks that are otherwise carried out by adults.
Young carers are on average 12.5 years old and 70% of them are girls. The negative
effects of children being carers are manifested physically, socially and psychologically:
they range from back pain through to excessive control awareness, feelings of guilt,
fear of loss and a need for order. Young carers often miss school. On the positive side,
young carers say that they feel more mature than their classmates. All the measures
and projects aimed at young carers face the challenge that those concerned often do
not perceive themselves as being carers, but only as ‘helping out’. On the one hand,
the BMASGPK has therefore taken on the task of raising awareness for the specific
situation of young carers and helping to break down taboos around this issue. On the
other hand, relevant information*® needs to be made available throughout Austria. In
2025, there was a targeted awareness campaign with social media activities. The aim of
the campaign was to highlight the help already on offer, and to encourage young carers
to seek help. It also aimed to raise public awareness of the phenomenon of children
being carers so that their social environment would be able to identify young carers

more easily and assist them.

The situation of children and young people providing care to family members is also
raised regularly in the context of family research. Most recently, experts discussed the
topic during the Family 3.0 series of events organised in November 2025 by the Austrian
Institute for Family Studies (OIF).*4

42 https://broschuerenservice.sozialministerium.gv.at/Home/Download?publicationld=307

43 https://www.young-carers-austria.at/
44 https://www.oif.ac.at/institut/veranstaltungen/
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Austria continues to work towards full implementation of the UN Convention on the

QUALITY 10 REDUCED

INEQUALITIES

Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) and the 2023 Concluding Observations of TR

the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, with the recommendations I!!”
for action they make. The second National Disability Action Plan (NAP Disability 114°)
sets out the national strategy for the implementation of the UNCRPD for 2022-2030

and includes 288 common objectives, 375 concrete actions and more than 150 indicators
covering almost all areas of life for persons with disabilities. In the context of disability
policy, nine concrete actions are aimed at children and young people with disabilities.
They are also included in specific measures in many other cross-cutting areas (e. g. edu-
cation, health). The measures are to be implemented by the federal ministries and the
provinces by 2030 and are intended to contribute to the equal participation in society

of children and young people with disabilities.

In order to better gauge implementation of the measures in the NAP Disability Il, the
BMASGPK has commissioned an accompanying scientific evaluation, which will produce
annual progress reports starting in 2026 with the participation of organisations of dis-
abled people, develop further indicators to better measure implementation, and formulate

recommendations for a possible follow-up plan to the NAP Disability II.

The pilot project to improve statistical data related to persons with disabilities was
rolled out in full in 2025, while the report with data collected in 2024 was published in
January 2026.4¢

There is also a focus on data related to children and young people with disabilities
here. The report ‘Persons with Disabilities in Austria Ill. Education, Employment, and
Institutional Housing of Persons with a “Registered Disability” 2022'¥ deserves mention.
The chapter on ‘educational attainment levels’ looks at data showing the highest level
of education completed and ongoing by persons with disabilities, as well as information
on types of education and training. In future, the project’s data base will be expanded
to include further federal and provincial data. The living situation of children and young
people should also be taken into account here in the best way possible. For example, for
upcoming reports, the aim is to provide a more detailed account of the educational history

of children and young people with disabilities and, where appropriate, to differentiate in

4 https:/www.sozialministerium.gv.at/Themen/Soziales/Menschen-mit-Behinderungen/
Nationaler-Aktionsplan-Behinderung.html

4 https:/www.statistik.at/statistiken/bevoelkerung-und-soziales/behinderung-und-teilhabe/

selbsteingeschaetzte-behinderung

https:/www.statistik.at/fileadmin/publications/Menschen mit Behinderungen in OEsterreich

Ill_20250213 BMSGPK.pdf
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more detail between age groups. By collecting data regularly, it should be possible to

document trends and to better monitor the effectiveness of measures taken.

Finding work is also a key aspect of independent living for young people with disabilities.
To this end, the Ministry of Social Affairs Service continues to offer individual support
services such as youth coaching and the AusbildungsFit programme and has expanded
its offering to include services provided by the NEBA professional assistance network,

including youth work assistance and vocational training assistance.*®

Children and young people with disabilities at school

As of the 2025/26 school year, new skills-based curricula have been introduced for the
special educational needs sector® starting in years 1 and 5 and working up. These are
aligned with the way disability is regarded in the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities (according to a bio-psycho-social model) and focus on resources and
skills as well as the educational and developmental potential of every individual. The
content and timetables have been adapted as far as possible to those of the primary
and middle schools and the lower classes of general secondary schools and harmonised
across the different curricula and curriculum supplements. This will allow all students
to have access to all educational content, and implementation in an inclusive setting

will be simplified.

To enable teachers to support students with disabilities in the best possible way, guid-
ance® on the practical implementation of the new curricula and curriculum supplements
has been provided. This guidance includes foundational knowledge about disability and

inclusion, as well as suggestions and ideas for classroom practice.

In the context of the new curricula for special education, it should be noted that a subject
curriculum for Austrian Sign Language (OGS) has also entered into force. Since then,
deaf students have been entitled to guided and professional OGS classes as part of a
compulsory OGS exercise. These OGS curricula also serve as guidelines for providing
OGS as a voluntary exercise at all state schools. The provincial educational authorities
follow tailor-made approaches to implementing the subject of OGS and have regular

exchanges with the BMB in this regard.

48 https:/www.neba.at/
4 https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/eli/bgbl/11/2024/280/20241017
50 https:/www.bmb.gv.at/Themen/schule/schulpraxis/Ip/lp _ss.html
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The BMB published a document® on compensatory measures for schoolchildren with
physical and mental disabilities and sensory impairments so as to help teachers imple-
ment compensatory measures (‘compensation for disadvantages’). The aim is to ensure
that accessibility requirements are met with regard to all educational and learning

content for schoolchildren with disabilities.

Several preparatory discussions with stakeholders have already taken place with a view to
reorganising the Special Educational Needs (SEN) procedure on the basis of the study®?
on the ‘Evaluation of the procurement practice in relation to Special Educational Needs
(SEN) in Austria’. Furthermore, in co-creation workshops, the ‘Freiraum Schule’ project
obtained the perspectives of various stakeholders in the education system and worked
together to develop concrete measures to reform the SEN procedure. The results and
suggestions obtained there are now being used to draw up a specific concept for the
future design of the SEN procedure. The aim is to ensure in future that schoolchildren
are given, as quickly as possible and in line with their needs, the support measures they
need to successfully participate in school. In the 2024/25 school year, the proportion

of students with SEN in inclusive education was 63.4%.53

5 https:/www.bmb.gv.at/Themen/schule/schulsystem/sa/sp.htm|?id=368

52 https:/www.bmb.gv.at/Themen/schule/bef/sb/spf eval.html

53 https:/www.statistik.at/statistiken/bevoelkerung-und-soziales/bildung/schulbesuch/
schuelerinnen
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11 Financing

This chapter presents the latest available figures for social welfare expenditure / family
benefits in the context of children and families. It also shows the 2025/2026 double
budget, which was checked for additional expenditure and savings relevant to the Child

Guarantee and presented in tabular form.5*

Social welfare expenditure / family benefits for families and children
in 2024

Since the 1990s, expenditure (family benefits / transfers) on families and children has,
as a proportion of all social welfare expenditure, decreased somewhat. In Austria, 9%
of all benefits were spent in this area in 2024. To put this into context, Austria’s rate of
welfare spending in 2024 was 32.7% (EU average: 27.8 %), and thus ranks third among
the 27 EU Member States in terms of welfare expenditure as a percentage of economic

performance.

Expenditure on family / child benefits as a percentage of all welfare benefits in Austria,
1990-2024

Year Family / child benefits
1990 10.4

2000 11.3

2010 10.8

2020 91

2021 8.6

2022 91

2023 8.8

2024 9.0

Source: Statistics Austria, BMASGPK visualisation, European System of Integrated Social Protec-
tion Statistics (ESSPROS), Date: 21.11.2025

Less than two thirds (63 %) of all family / child benefits are cash benefits, and more than
one third (37 %) are non-cash benefits. 13% of family / child benefits are means-tested.
Payment of the benefit is explicitly or implicitly dependent on income and/or assets or

the recipient of the benefit (e.g. the claimant).

5 https:/www.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at/agenda/familie/familienbeihilfe/schulstartgeld.html
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In terms of quantity, the most important family benefits® in Austria are family allowance,

child tax credit, childcare allowance and institutional childcare / kindergartens.
In 2024, out of a total of € 14,253 million of overall expenditure, family allowance

accounted for 30 %, childcare for 28 %, child tax credit for 11% and childcare allowance
for 9%.

Expenditure on social benefits of ‘family/children’ function in Austria, 2023-2024

Social benefits 2023 in € million 2024 in € million % change
Family allowance 3,884 4,229 8.9
Child tax credit 1,473 1,606 9.0
childcare allowance including 1,224 1,281 4.7
subsidy
Maternity allowance and 606 662 9.3
part-time allowance
Advance on maintenance 131 138 5.3
payments
school allowances and student 343 346 0.7
grants
Childcare/kindergartens 3,328 4,008 20.4
Support for children, young 1,094 1,267 15.8

people and families from
provincial and municipal

authorities

Tax credit for single earners 350 430 229
and single parents

Other* 102 286 179.8
Total 12,536 14,253 13.7

Source: Statistics Austria, BMASGPK visualisation, ESSPROS, Date: 21.11.2025-

* e.g. family hardship compensation, family time bonus, family counselling services, as well

as special allowances for families with children and non-cash allowances for schoolchildren
(both in accordance with the LWA-G). The sharp increase is due to the special allowances for
low-income families. Under the LWA-G, single earners and single parents with low incomes, as
well as unemployed persons and recipients of compensatory allowances, were paid € 60 per
month for each child.

% Social benefits provided by social protection schemes to households and individuals to cover

the burdens/risks associated with a whole range of needs in particular life situations. In the
context of social protection statistics, there are eight life situations (‘functions’) that are
reasons for social protection.
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Budget for 2025/2026

On 18 June 2025, the Federal Government adopted the budget for 2025 and 2026. The
preceding years were marked by high government spending to mitigate the consequences
of the COVID-19 pandemic and the subsequent period of high inflation following Russia’s
war of aggression against Ukraine. Budget negotiations were therefore conducted against
the backdrop of a high level of debt and an increasing interest burden on the Austrian state
budget. Despite the real need to consolidate the budget, emphasis has continued to be
placed on children and young people, particularly in the field of education. For example,
the second compulsory year of kindergarten represents an expansion of social services
for children. There is an important distributional dimension to this because it ensures that

benefits reach the people who need them.

The following table provides an overview of the additional expenditure allocated for children
in the 2025/2026 budget. It should, however, be noted that many of the government pro-
gramme projects that will contribute to implementation of the Child Guarantee in Austria
are subject to budgetary funds being made available. The table below shows the savings

in the 2025/2026 budget that are relevant to children and young people.

Planned additional expenditure in the 2025/2026 federal budget in relation to children and
young people, in EUR

Amount
Project
2025 2026
Additional expenditure - health

Continuation of ‘Surviving a crisis in good shape’ 16 million 21 million a year from

2026 on

Additional expenditure — education

Second compulsory kindergarten year / 80 million a year from

2026 on
Quality and Training Offensive for Early Childhood 10 million 15 million a year from
Education 2026 on
Increasing the number of places for teachers in 15 million 15 million
primary education and continued development of
teacher training colleges
Digital teaching tools (schools able to procure 10 million 25 million
learning software autonomously, Al-enabled
individualised learning)
Additional funding for German-language support 55 million 90 million

(additional teachers, training and extracurricular
measures) and protection against violence
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Amount

Project
2025 2026

Opportunity bonus for schools with special 20 million 65 million from school
requirements year 2026/2027 on
Healthy snacks in kindergartens / 20 million a year from

2026 on
Continued development of pedagogical 10 million 10 million
approaches; ‘democratic citizenship’ as a new
subject
Increase in travel allowance for schoolchildren and / 1 million a year from

apprentices

2026 on

Other additional expenditure

Single Parent Support Fund /

35 million a year from
2026 on

Savings in the 2025/2026 federal budget in relation to children and young people, in EUR

Amount
Project
2025 2026
Savings
Suspending valorisation of family benefits / -114 million (saving
(family allowance and multi-child supplement) in 2026)
-210 million
(annual saving
from 2027 on)
Suspending valorisation of family benefits / -31 million (saving
(childcare allowance, family time bonus) in 2026)
-57 million
(annual saving
from 2027 on)
Suspending annual inflation adjustment of child / -45 million (saving

tax credit

in 2026)

-90 million
(annual saving
from 2027 on)

Increase in nominal fee paid by schoolchildren
and apprentices for free transport

-6,5 million
(annual saving
from 2026 on)
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12 Examples of good practice

This chapter presents good practices from three perspectives: successful individual
regional initiatives from three provinces, 'Frithe Hilfen’ (“Early Childhood Intervention
Programme”) as a nationwide support programme for families with children up to
three years old, and the ‘prevention chains’ initiative, which has been or will be imple-

mented in three provinces (in pilot phases).

Successful individual regional initiatives

Intensive autism-specific therapy for children and young people (Salzburg)

Since 2017, there has been a therapeutic focus on autism-specific intensive therapy at
the developmental diagnostics and therapeutic outpatient clinic of Lebenshilfe Salzburg
(Autism.Kompetenz.Zentrum). Here, a range of variable therapy modules tailored to the
individual treatment needs of children and young people are provided and expanded.
These modules also include services that bolster the child / young person’s environment
to cope with their behaviour in the long term (by involving parents in the provision of
treatment, and by providing counselling and training for parents and caregivers in school /
childcare facilities). The offer is being expanded step by step, thus reducing waiting times
(2023: 26 children; 2024: 104 children). These therapies are provided on site in Salzburg
and Bischofshofen. There is a focus on the central area of Salzburg province (Salzburg,
Flachgau, Tennengau). The services on offer in southern districts, and in particular the
Pinzgau and Lungau districts, have not yet been expanded sufficiently. The 2024 figures
show that children from all districts were able to access the autism-specific therapies,
albeit in smaller numbers. The outpatient clinic is co-financed by the public healthcare
system (58%) and Salzburg province (42%). The need for treatment of the children

affected is constantly rising. The aim is to further improve the coverage of these needs.

Children’s education and childcare: duty of care/social gradation/free access
(Vorarlberg)

The Vorarlberg Children’s Education and Childcare Act was presented in the first pro-
gress report. It sets out to improve the reconciliation of family and professional life
and to support families, and places a duty of care on each municipality. Every child
aged 3-5 should, if needed, have a full-time place starting from the 2023/24 daycare
year, regardless of whether or not their parents are in paid employment. Every child of
primary-school age must be given an afternoon childcare place starting from 2024/25
(except in holiday periods), and every 2-year-old must be given a half-day place in a
kindergarten starting from 2025/26. With the start of the 2025/26 daycare year, all
three phases of this statutory duty of care entered into force. Practice over the last

two years has shown that the municipalities perform this duty of care very satisfac-
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torily. In the 2025/26 daycare year, free places are available in some municipalities in
Vorarlberg, indicating that the population’s needs are being met. Municipalities are able

to react quickly when new people move there, or if needs change.

The ‘improvements [...] in terms of the social gradation of parental contributions’ men-
tioned in the last progress report included free access for families at risk of poverty
to daycare of up to 25 hours per week and were introduced as of 1 January 2024. Free
access ensures that children growing up in low-income families are also able to attend
early childhood education and childcare, which subsequently has a positive impact on
their development. The take-up increased from an average of 650 children per month in
2023 to an average of 1,500 children per month in 2024. 2025 saw a further increase.
The social gradation system has four steps, with step 1 (free access) being the lowest
step. More than 90 % of users benefited from step 1 and therefore availed themselves

of free access.

Healthy Kindergarten and Healthy Créche (Upper Austria)

The ‘Healthy Kindergarten’ and ‘Healthy Créche’ schemes are health-promotion services
offered by the Health Department of the Province of Upper Austria, which have been
developed and are updated continuously in cooperation with the Education Directorate
of Upper Austria. The aim is to make health promotion a central issue for children of
kindergarten and créche age. Proportionate and behavioural preventive measures pro-
mote a healthy everyday lifestyle. This will enable all children to have equal access to
health-promoting measures on a daily basis, thus providing support for them to develop
in the best way possible. In the 2025/2026 kindergarten year, 442 kindergartens and
159 créches are taking part in the project. This means that the schemes reach around
31,000 children. The ‘Healthy Kindergarten' project was launched in 2009 as a pilot
and extended to include créches in autumn 2019. The institutions process the project
criteria in a three-year start-up phase. During this phase, they are supported by regional

services provided by the district authorities.

Healthy kindergartens / créches focus on topics such as:

* a healthy diet with a daily plate of vegetables and fruit, a healthy snack, water as
the main drink, and a healthy lunch from a certified ‘healthy cuisine’ caterer;

* arange of exercise options in the form of times for free movement, various
movement experiences and targeted promotion of sports skills;

+ the well-being of all children through an atmosphere of trust, respectful

interaction with others and addressing one’s own feelings and needs.
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Early Childhood Intervention Programme

An important measure to help children grow up healthily and to promote health and
social equality right from the outset, Austria has been implementing the ‘Early Childhood
Intervention Programme’ (Frithe Hilfen)® programme for over a decade now. The aim is
to support and positively influence early-years development, especially among children
from socio-economically or otherwise disadvantaged families. Frithe Hilfen is therefore

an important measure for implementation of the European Child Guarantee in Austria.

Frithe Hilfen is an overarching concept covering measures to promote health and tar-
geted early intervention in pregnancy and early childhood that takes into account the
resources of and burdens on families in specific life situations. One key element is the
interconnecting of diverse approaches, offerings, structures and actors across sectors

and professional groups in all relevant policy and practice areas.

Regional Frithe Hilfen networks, as the central pillar of implementation, provide needs-
based support to families in difficult situations during the early childhood phase of
life (focusing on pregnancy and first three years of a child’s life). They are regionally
established, easily accessible, well-connected and provide low-threshold support through
outreach activities. In an Frithe Hilfen network, a contact person (family liaison person)
liaises continuously with a family and, acting like a guide, organises the appropriate
assistance on offer from the multi-professional system based on the family’s specific
needs. This is coordinated by a central body (network management). Another essential
feature is to actively and systematically reach out to families, where professionals and
institutions working with families-to-be and young children take responsibility for access
to services. They are able to recognise what the needs are and, with the consent of
the families, establish contact with the regional Friihe Hilfen network. Families can also

register with the Frithe Hilfen networks themselves.

From 2015 to 2024, the programme has already provided longer-term support to more
than 13,800 families in Austria. In 2024 alone, assistance was provided to 5,081 families,
reaching some 12,659 people—6,320 children and 6,339 adults—in households. An
additional 1,082 families received short-term support in 2024. The programme is very
successful at reaching the relevant target groups: families at risk of poverty (around
66 % as opposed to 14 % on average in Austria in 2024), single-parent families and thus
mainly single mothers (around 24 % as opposed to 6 %) and families with foreign-born
mothers (45 % as opposed to 35 %) receive assistance particularly frequently. Between
25% and 30 % of assistance starts during pregnancy, which means that many families

with burdens can be reached as early as possible.

5% You can find further information on the foundational skills and implementation of Friihe Hilfen

in Austria here: https:/nzfh.at/ and https://nzfh.at/english-information (information in English)
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In addition to ongoing documentation and monitoring across Austria, there are also
regular evaluation and accompanying research activities, such as family feedback. This
shows a very high level of satisfaction with the assistance on offer: almost all families
would use the Friithe Hilfen again in future or would recommend it to others. The following
aspects were highlighted by the families as being particularly helpful: the conversations
with the family liaison person and their ability to listen; understanding and empowerment;
knowing that there is someone there to help; the home visits and the contact person for
many topics/concerns; tips, advice on parenting and specific topics; showing support

options available and referrals to further assistance on offer.

The external evaluations indicated that the benefits of Frithe Hilfen were manifold:
improvements in physical health (nutrition, sleep, medical support in case of illness,
etc.) and generally a positive development of the child; lessening of burdens (e.g. psy-
chosocial worries, stress, anxiety about the future, financial distress), social isolation of
parents(-to-be); increase in the resources available (such as health literacy, especially
among families with a migrant background, social network, self-esteem, family climate
or parenting skills); improvements in parent-child engagement and interaction and child
development (including social or language skills) and a positive impact on social networks,
especially among families at risk of poverty and exclusion. Intersectoral cooperation,
proactive access and outreach work, the combination of work on relationships and guid-
ance, the multi-professional family support teams and the national coordination centre
for Friihe Hilfen (NZFH.at) were identified as success factors or unique characteristics
of Friihe Hilfen.

NZFH.at is a federal entity that provides professional liaison and support services to
implement the Frithe Hilfen programme at regional level. In particular, it ensures nation-
wide coordination and networking across regions, is responsible for documentation and
monitoring, provides quality development / assurance (including training, upskilling,
evaluation, accompanying research), professional development and knowledge transfer,
and is available for to support the process and advise on the implementation of regional

networks.

Since September 2023, Frilhe Hilfen services have been available nationwide in all
districts in Austria. The roll-out was successful and was supported by the EU’s ‘Next-
GenerationEU’ programme, which allocated a total of € 15 million between January 2022
and March 2024. The ‘Early Childhood Intervention Agreement’, which entered into force
in January 2024, provides the legal basis for the longer-term provision of the service
with financing and responsibility being shared by the Federal Government, the provinces
and the health and pension insurance institutions. From 2024 to 2028, this agreement
provides for € 21 million per year to be made available for Friihe Hilfen in Austria, one

third of which will be provided by each of the financing partners: the Federal Government,
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the provinces and the health and pension insurance institutions. A limited amount of

additional funding—mainly from individual provinces—is also being provided.

As part of the further development of the EKP (parent-child passport) screening pro-
gramme, which is well established in Austria, an interface with Frihe Hilfen services
will be established from autumn 2026 on. Firstly, psychosocial stress factors will be
screened systematically at multiple defined points in time to help identify families in
need. Secondly, Frithe Hilfen will be included structurally as a relevant support service
in the screening programme by providing a direct link to Frihe Hilfen contact form in

the EKP application for doctors and midwives to make direct, uncomplicated referrals.

Prevention chains (Praventionsketten)

A prevention chain is an integrated community-wide health promotion and prevention
strategy that promotes the healthy growing-up and the well-being of all children in the
community/region in a strategic and impact-orientated manner. The vision behind this is
that, despite the different conditions in which children start off in life and the different
social environments in which children and young people find themselves, they should
grow up well and in a way that corresponds to their abilities. An essential part of the
initiative is to identify and interlink existing services in the areas of health, education,
child/youth/social benefits, leisure, sport and culture for children, young people and
their families—from pregnancy to employment. This helps identify and enables a
faster response to gaps in the services available. Prevention chains should exist, at the
latest, directly after Friihe Hilfen. The services available here have been implemented

in three provinces.%’

‘Yorarlberg leaves no child behind’ — a provincial programme for the
establishment and expansion of prevention chains (state of play in 2025)
Vorarlberg aims to be the place offering children the most opportunities by 2035 and to
allow all children in Vorarlberg to grow up successfully. Vorarlberg has been implementing
the ‘Vorarlberg leaves no child behind’ (Vorarlberg l&sst kein Kind zurtick) programme
since 2016, where the province supports municipalities/regions in promoting the health,
social and educational participation of all children and young people, especially those who
are disadvantaged. The provincial authorities and municipalities cooperate to improve
the developmental conditions and life chances of all children and young people from
birth to employment by establishing and expanding prevention chains in municipalities

and regions.

57 For details, see: https://jasmin.goeq.at/id/eprint/3578/1/Kurzbericht Fr%C3 %BChe
Hilfen Pr%C3 %A4ventionsketten bf.pdf
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Currently, 39 out of the 96 municipalities in Vorarlberg are involved (Bregenz, Dornbirn,
Feldkirch, Rankweil, Wolfurt, the 24 municipalities in the Bregenzerwald region, and the
ten municipalities that make up Stand Montafon). The municipalities decide which policy
areas, age groups, population groups, social/geographical areas they focus on. Ideally,
all decisions are based on robust foundational knowledge and social area analyses. New
or existing services can thus be adapted more precisely to the needs, pressures and

resources in the social area of children and young people.

As the programme sponsor, the Province of Vorarlberg is responsible for the overarching
control and organisation. Close cooperation between the provincial authorities and
municipalities is ensured in various formats, and policy steering takes place in the steering
group which is composed of the provincial government and municipalities and is chaired
by the member of the government responsible for the policy in question. Municipalities
receive assistance for the ongoing qualification of prevention coordinators, as well
as support for the process through external coaching. Staff costs for the prevention

coordinators are borne equally by the province and municipalities/regions (50 % each).
Achievements so far include:

+  Seven full-time professionals in the municipalities /regions coordinate the
establishment and development of prevention chains.

+ Each municipality/region has an overarching prevention strategy in place.

+ Assistance and support services will be developed jointly and in response to
needs through networking with various bodies, organisations, public institutions,
etc.

+ Cooperation with the provincial authorities enables good coordination of
provincial projects and strategies.

« The municipalities /regions developed an impact model in 2025 and evaluated
individual offerings.

+ Introducing or improving services for children and young people to enable access
and participation in the individual municipalities/regions (e.g. prenatal parent
education; kindergarten social work; family centres; services for transitioning from
kindergarten to primary school; outreach games and cultural programmes; low-
cost summer programmes; neighbourhood-based holiday care; swimming courses
for all 8-year-olds; violence and bullying prevention in all middle schools; free

learning aids; participation, etc.).
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‘Together, strong for children’ (Styria)

As part of the ‘Together, strong for children’ (Gemeinsam stark fir Kinder) initiative, the
Province of Styria has set itself the objective of establishing and developing municipal
prevention chains throughout the educational pathways of children and young people

in municipalities and regions.

The ‘Together, strong for children’ initiative was launched in Styria in April 2018. After a
three-year pilot phase in five municipalities (Feldbach, Gratwein-StraBengel, Judenburg,
Leibnitz and Weiz), it was gradually rolled out to other municipalities and regional entities
in Styria. The initiative was evaluated on an ongoing basis at provincial and municipal
level from 2018 to 2020. The knowledge and experience gained from this initiative is
available in the form of a guidance document to all interested municipalities and regions.
This document sets out the elements needed to build a sustainable network to enable

children and young people to grow up successfully with equal opportunities.

Pilot project ‘Carinthia leaves no child behind’ — building community
prevention chains in Carinthia

With the financial support of the Carinthian Health Fund, the Province of Carinthia tested
the development of municipal prevention chains between 2021 and 2023 (pre-project
phase as early as 2020) over a period of three years. The main foundational documents
were from North Rhine-Westphalia (Germany), the Institut fiir Soziale Arbeit Miinster e.V.
(ISA) provided professional advice throughout, and the external evaluation was carried
out by Joanneum Research GmbH. The pilot project was implemented in three munici-
palities (belonging to the same region) in Rosental; it ended in 2023 and, for budgetary
and organisational reasons, has not been continued or rolled out any further. However,
the clearing institution established during this project (called ‘WOHIN? - Carinthia’s
social navigators®) was rolled out in full and is still operating. These ‘social navigators’

are available throughout Carinthia.

* The overall monitoring and evaluation process has yielded many lessons that
should be taken into account in a future roll-out:

+ To begin with, a social area and environmental analysis (including statistical data)
was carried out in cooperation with Alpen Adria University Klagenfurt, which
proved to be conducive to identifying the living conditions, existing potential and
needs in the region.

¢ The central clearing office WOHIN? — Carinthia’s social navigators was established
and since then has had a significant positive impact on the interplay between the
individual needs of the Carinthian population and the wide range of assistance

and support available (tailored referrals).

58 www.wohin.or.at
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The results of the evaluation recommend that a more clearly defined ‘support
programme’ be developed (‘what do people need?) in order to implement needs-
based regional measures.

Successful implementation and roll-out requires the top-down interplay of all
policy and administrative areas affected (intersectoral cooperation).

A (regional) structure needs to be built up first, and then concrete measures can

be developed and implemented. Regional contact persons are a key to success.
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13 Monitoring

Continued development of monitoring for second progress report
NAP monitoring was updated again for the second progress report. The main changes

are set out below. The monitoring tables can be found in Annex I.

In order to improve the long-term comparability of the data, all indicators were evaluated
retrospectively back to 2018. Where possible, an attempt was made to provide at least
two points of comparison. In the case of the new indicator from the dental status survey
(see below), values from 2016 had to be added in the column for 2018 due to the lack
of data available. The longer monitoring period allows for a better interpretation of the

data in terms of medium-term trends and short-term fluctuations.

The indicator pertaining to shortages of educational materials, which is included as
part of the EU-wide monitoring framework, could not be evaluated for Austria using the
PISA data used there. The Institute for Quality Assurance in Education (IQS) was able

to construct an equivalent indicator based on TALIS data (see below).

In consultation with the inter-ministerial working group composed of the BMASGPK (Social
Affairs and Health departments), the Federal Chancellery and the BMB, the following

new indicators have been defined for this progress report:

« Number of adults (aged 25-59) at risk of poverty by financial situation of their
household when they were 14 (core issue of poverty/social mobility; part of the
EU-wide Child Guarantee monitoring framework®)

* Number of children and young people (aged 11-17) using a smartphone for
5 hours or more per day by family affluence and gender (core topic: health, from
HBSC Fact Sheet 11¢9)

« Number of children (aged 13) who had ever smoked by family affluence and
gender (core issue: health, from Fact Sheet 6*)

* Number of children and young people (aged 11-17) who consume sugary soft
drinks or energy drinks on a daily basis by family afluence and gender (core topic:
health, from HBSC Fact Sheet 9¢?)

59 https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/circabc-ewpp/ui/group/bab664d7-1188-47b2-9fa6-
869902320ba2/library/d7064b47-8a07-47b6-8d9f-0dc08849f2b7/details

¢ https:/www.sozialministerium.gv.at/dam/jcr:71bf09d2-8b11-419c-ada7-2b2b0ee1a093/
251217 01 HBSCFactsheet Druck.pdf

¢ https:/www.sozialministerium.gv.at/dam/jcr:30e0ae7d-73%a-4cf4-93ba-d596b8a82cfa/
HBSC FS 06 Substanzkonsum bf (2).pdf

62 https:/www.sozialministerium.gv.at/dam/jcr:76487bde-93ec-48b3-a03c-98d4d 6989917/
HBSC %20FS %2009 %20Ern %C3 %A4hrungsverhalten.pdf
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https://www.sozialministerium.gv.at/dam/jcr:76487bde-93ec-48b3-a03c-98d4d69899f7/HBSC%20FS%2009%20Ern%C3%A4hrungsverhalten.pdf

* Number of students (aged 15-17) who attend a dental check-up at least once a
year by family affluence and gender (core topic: health, from HBSC Fact Sheet 5%)

« Number of children (aged 6) with no experience of dental caries by educational
attainment of parents (core health; WHO indicator — target: 80 %)

« Number of children in early childhood care by risk of poverty and exclusion
and age (core topic: ECEC; part of the EU-wide Child Guarantee monitoring
framework)

* Average monthly cost of childcare per child in euro by province (core topic: ECEC;
national indicator)

*  Share of lower secondary schools reporting that shortages in educational
resources have an impact on high-quality education, by socio-economic baseline
of schools (core topic: school education; part of the EU-wide Child Guarantee
monitoring framework)

* Number of full-time equivalents in school psychology services (core topic: school

education; national indicator)

An additional category (medium and high family affluence) was added to all indicators
from the Health Behaviour in School Aged Children (HBSC) survey that differentiate
between family affluence (low family affluence, total). This will allow for a more complete

picture of the social determinants of children’s health.

Spotlight: Austrian dental status survey 2023/24, children aged
6and 7

The GOG’s competence centre for oral health launched epidemiological monitoring of
oral health in Austria in 1996 with the first dental status survey. The main objective of
the current Austrian dental status survey from 2023/24 was to examine the clinical
dental health and oral health behaviour of 6- and 7-year-old children in Austria using

defined (socio-)epidemiological indicators.

This survey was carried out on a nationally representative sample of 6- and 7-year-old
children at primary level 1. One focus of the current survey is to collect data on Molar
Incisive Hypomineralisation (MIH) and Hypomineralised Secondary Primary Molars
(HSPM) in children for the first time. This provides a scientific basis for understanding
and investigating this condition, which has so far been insufficiently documented in

Austria. The nationwide sample consists of 4,084 schoolchildren.

There is still a trend of tooth decay decreasing in Austria, but with less momentum.

Currently, 58 % of children have no dental caries in their milk teeth, which still falls

63 https://www.sozialministerium.gv.at/dam/jcr:8d32d1de-9b70-4bba-9872-ba8c4c9c5786/
HBSC %20FS %2005 %20Vorsorgeverhalten pdfUA neu.pdf
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short of the WHO target of 80 %. Despite the need for treatment continuing to decline,
some needs are still not being met: 29 % of children need acute dental treatment due
to untreated caries lesions, while the restoration rate remains low at 28 %. The average
caries load (d3mft index) across Austria is 1.9 (compared to 2.0 in 2016), which is middle
of the range among European rankings. The prevalence of MIH is 13 %, while HSPM was
observed in 5% of children. 15% of children have hypomineralisations in both dentitions.
Parents are in a position to realistically observe their children’s objectively measured oral
health, underlining the key role they play in caries prevention. The majority of children
undergo regular check-ups, but sometimes a child’s first visit to the dentist is late, and

7% of children have never even been to see a dentist.

The graph shows that there are hardly any gender-specific differences in terms of being
free of caries, but by contrast, there are clear disparities in milk-teeth dental health
depending on the educational attainment level and migrant background of parents.
A comparison of the share of children aged 6-7 without caries broken down by the
educational attainment level of the parents shows that the share of children without
caries is 31 percentage points higher if at least one parent has completed a level of
education higher than compulsory schooling. Children from families who have completed

tertiary education are also more likely to have no dental caries (66 %).

There are also significant differences in relation to having a migrant background. The
share of children without dental caries is 29 percentage points higher for children
without a migrant background than for those whose parents were both born outside
Austria (66 % vs 37 %).
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Figure: Share of children without caries by gender, migrant background and educational

attainment level of parents (N = 4,084)
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Source, calculations and visualisation: GOG
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Annex I: Monitoring tables

Legend

a The 20% of respondents with the lowest scores from questions about family affluence

b Medical outpatient care units

c Corresponds to the Austrian recommendation for exercise for children and young people

(Source: Wissensband 17 Osterreichische Bewegungsempfehlungen [fgoe.org])

3-year averages are in the column for the middle year in each case
** Children in women'’s refuges: change in reporting practice from 2021, so values before
are not fully comparable; 2018-20 and 24: all children cared for, 2021-23: new children
accepted during the calendar year

*** Care regions: column “in 1,000"” contains the number of care regions (not in 1,000)

**** Children with no dental caries: the column for 2018 contains data for 2016.
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TARGET GROUPS - children and young people affected by poverty or social exclusion

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Indicator Source
1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 %
Number of children and young people
(aged 0-17) at risk of poverty or social 339 21.6% 312 201% 345 219% 368 22.8% 353 21.6% 376 227% 344 209%
exclusion (AROPE) - 1 of 3 criteria met
Number of children and young people 301 192% 231 149% 291 184% 320 199% 316 192% 325 19.6% 295 179%
(aged 0-17) at risk of poverty
Statistics Austria;
Number of children and young people EU-SILC
(aged 0-17) with severe material and AROPE 65 41% 68 44% 87 55% 43 27% 36 22% 88 53% 79 48%
social deprivation criteria
Number of children and young people
(aged 0-17) living in households with no 97 62% 120 77% 103 65% 1M 69% 77 47% 88 53% 98 59%
or low employment intensity
Number of children and young people
(aged 0-17) in households with repeated 65 41% 59 37% 69 43% 84 51% 105 6.4%
payment problems
Number of children and young people
in manifest poverty (at least 2 AROPE 99 63% 99 62% 89 55% 88 54% 90 54%
criteria met)
Number of children and young people Total 147 94% 159 10.0% 180 MI1% 172 105% 151 9.2% Statistics Austria,
(aged 0-17) living in single-earner i EU-SILC (3-
hfusehol de g i sing °/‘:$F')°Eh 90 611% 106 658% 120 670% 110 637% 89 582% avera;e)i'ear
Numberlefichildren and younglpscple Total 14  73% 126 80% 123 76% 121 74% 105 64%
(aged 0-17) in households with long-term i
9 9 of which 74 648% 82 652% 78 631% 80 663% 70 670%
unemployment AROPE
Number of children and young people Total 134 8.6% 143 91% 147 91% 145 89% 133 81%
(aged 0-17) living mainly from social
12 83.6% M9 834% 10 744% 108 740% 98 735%

assistance
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2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Indicator Source
1000 % 1,000 1,000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 %
At-risk-of-poverty gap (aged 0-17), based Statistics Austria;
25.2% 24.7% 24.5% 259% 19.8% 211%
on national at-risk-of-poverty threshold / / / / / / / EU-SILC
Number of adults (aged 25-59) at risk Not socially
of poverty by financial situation of their disadvantaged 2668 68.2% 2062 69.4% Statistics Austria,
household when they were 14 when they EU-SILC,
were 14 ‘Intergeneration
Socially transmission of
disadvantaged o o disadvantages’
when they 1,246 31.8% 1,305 30.6% module
were 14
TARGET GROUPS - children and young people with disabilities
2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Indicator Source
1000 % 1,000 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 %
Number of children and young people Total 49  35% 72 50%  statistics Austria;
(aged 0-15) with permanent health of which EU-SILC
impairment AROPE 12 242% 7 242% child module
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TARGET GROUPS - children and young people with health problems

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Indicator Source
1,000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 %

Number of children and young people Total 1,319 81.8% 1177 715% Statistics Austria;
(aged 0-17) in very good health . . EU-SILC

AROPE 286 777% 199 58.0%  hild module
Number of children and young people Total /  343% / 358%
(aged 11-17) in excellent health Male / 405% /  427%

Female /  295% /  296%
Number of children and young people Total / 31.6% /[ 261%
(aged 11-17) in excellent health from Male /  379% /  31.0%
low-earning families® Female / 272% /7%
Number of children and young people Total /  740% /  657%
(aged 11-17) who rarely or never have Male /  80.8% /  760% Austri
one of four defined mental health ) ustan .

lai irritation/bad d National Public

comp:}fr;‘ts flm:a;{on/ T mo: ., ne.rvous- Female / 68.4% / 56.4% Health Institute
ness, difficulty falling asleep, dejection) (Gesundheit
Proportion of children and young people Total 73.8% 65.8% Osterreich GmbH),
(11-17) from medium- or high-income Male 80.6% 76.4% Health Behaviour
families® who rarely or never have one of n .School-aged
four defined mental health complaints Children (HBSC)
(irritation/bad mood, nervousness, Female / 683% /  562%
difficulty falling asleep, dejection)
Share of children and young people (aged Total [/ 746% 65.3%
11-17) from low-income families® who Male /  820% 74.3%
rarely or never have one of four defined
mental health complaints (irritation/bad
mood, nervousness, difficulty falling Female /  687% /  574%

asleep, dejection)
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2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Indicator Source
1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 %
Number of children and young people Total /  175% / 188%
(aged 11-17) who have done at least Male /  235% /  250%
60 minutes of physical activity in the
last 7 days* Female /  12.8% /  13.2%
Number of children and young people Total / 169% / 193%
(aged 11-17) from medium- or high-income Male /  21.6% / 258%
families who have done at least 60 minutes
of physical activity in the last 7 days® Female /o 127% / 135%
Number of children and young people Total / 16.7% / 164%
(11-17) from low-income families who Male /  227% /  21.4%
have done at least 60 minutes of physical
activity in the last 7 days® Female /o M9% /o M9%
Number of children and young people Total [/ 234% /  382%
(aged 11-17) using a smartphone for Male /  193% /  31.6% Austrian
5 hours or more per day Female /  270% / 441% National Public
- - Health Institute
Number of children and young people Total /[ 22.6% /  362% (Gesundheit
(aged 11-17) from medium- or high-income Male /  181% /  299% Osterreich GmbH),
families who use a smartphone for 5 hours Health Behaviour
or more per day Female / 267% /o MT% in School-aged
9 9 Child HBSC,
Number of children and young people Total / 263% / 492% dren ( )
(aged 11-17) from low-income families Male / 235% /  407%
who use a smartphone for 5 hours or more
per day Female /  287% /  56.6%
Number of 13-year-olds who have ever Total / NM8% / 92%
smoked at least once Male /  135% / 9.5%
Female /  10.2% / 9.0%
Number of 13-year-olds from medium- Total /[ 124% /  87%
or high-income families who have ever Male /  147% /  89%
smoked at least once Female / 103% / 84%
Number of 13-year-olds from low-income Total / 105% / M2%
families who have ever smoked at least Male /  10.0% /  120%
once Female / M1% /  103%
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TARGET GROUPS - children and young people with a migrant background

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Indicator Source
1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 %

bttty e e el et el Nomigrant 135 746% 1120 732% 1124 733% 1097 71.0% M3 707% 1105 701% 1113 704%  Statistics Austria
(0-17) by migrant background background !

microcensus-

(both parents born abroad, country of Migrant
o ) Y 386 254% 4N 268% 409 267% 449 290% 461 293% 472 299% 467 29.6% workforce survey
origin is the mother’s country of birth) background
Number of children and young people No migrant 1209 771% 1216 76.8% 1229 76.3% 1247 763% 1253 761%
(aged 0-17) by migrant background background
(both parents born abroad, country of of which N N . . .
orlgin ls the mother's country of birth) \ROPE 188 15.6% 179 147% 183 149% 187 150% 186 14.8%
EU-27/EFTA 98  62% 102 65% 112 70% 120 73% 131  79%
of which o . . o o
AROPE 34 346% 34 327% 37 326% 35 296% 35 269%
F
ormer 89 57% 77 49% 70 43% 67 41% 69 42% Statistics Austria
Yugoslavia '
EU-SILC (3-year
of which 16 184% 14 191% 18 252% 18 266% 18 26.0% average)*
AROPE 5 (] . ‘o . (] . (<} . (<]
Tiirkiye 54 34% 53 33% 45 28% 36 22% 29 18%
of which o o o o o
ROPE 12 220% 15 294% 14 305% 12 329% 10 345%
h
_ Other 18 75% 135 85% 155 96% 165 101% 165 10.0%
third countries
of which 82 687% 100 740% 104 68.6% 114 698% 109 667%
AROPE . ‘o B ‘0 B (<] o (<} o (]

Number of asylum applications by 04 / 09 / 14 / 56 / 133 / 49 / 09 / BMI, asylum

unaccompanied minors (aged 0-17) statistics
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TARGET GROUPS - children and young people in alternative kinds of care

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Indicator Source
1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 %

Fu"-time education in socio-pedagogical Total 8.1 0.5% 7.8 0.5% 7.7 0.5% 8.0 0.5% 79 0.5% 8.0 0.5% 81 0.5% Statistics Austria,
establishments Male 45 06% 43 05% 42 05% 44 06% 43 05% 44 05% 44 05%  statistics from
Female 36 05% 35 05% 34 05% 36 05% 35 05% 37 05% 37 05% Children'sand
Young People’s
Full-time education with carers Total 54 04% 52 03% 51 03% 51 03% 50 03% 51 03% 51 03% Ascistance
(individual or family) Male 28 04% 26 03% 26 03% 25 03% 26 03% 26 03% 25 03% (Kinder- und
Female 26 04% 25 03% 25 03% 25 03% 24 03% 25 03% 25 03%  Jugendhilfe)
TARGET GROUPS - children and young people in challenging family situations
2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Indikator Quelle
1.000 % 1.000 % 1.000 % 1.000 % 1.000 % 1.000 % 1.000 %
Number of children assisted in women’s Statistics from
refuges** 17 01% 17 01% 15 01% 16 01% 16 01% 15 01% 17 01% Austrian women’s
refuges
Children and young people (aged 0-17) Total M3 72% 109 69% 10 68% 1M 68% 17 71%
in single-parent households i
glep of which 56 492% 54 495% 56 510% 59 536% 61 522%
AROPE
Children and young people (aged 0-17) Total 124 79% 107 68% 92 57% 90 55% 101 61%
with at least one parent with a disabilit f which
P Y ot whie 50 40.8% 42 388% 42 451% 37 408% 45 451%
AROPE
Children and young people (aged 0_17) 1 child 356 227% 351 222% 358 222% 372 227% 388 23.6% Statistics Austria,
by number of children (aged 0-17) in the of which N . . . . EU-SILC (3-year
household AROPE 49 137% 47 133% 49 139% 46 124% 42 109% average)*
2 children 645 412% 647 409% 659 409% 661 40.4% 665 40.4%
of which o o o . o
AROPE 93 145% 96 149% 95 145% 106 16.0% 102 15.3%
3+ children 416 26.6% 443 280% 450 279% 457 280% 447 271%
of which

AROPE 127 304% 140 31.6% 150 335% 150 329% 148 33.2%
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TARGET GROUPS - children and young people who are homeless or have housing problems

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Indicator Source
1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 %
Registered homelessness among children Total 2.2 01% 2.2 01% 19 01% 19 01% 2.1 01% 2.1 01% 2.1 01% Statistics AUStria,
and young people (aged 0-17) Male 11 01% 12 01% 10 01% 10 01% 11 01% 10 01% 11 01% registered
Female 11 01% 11 01% 09 01% 10 01% 10 01% 10 01% 10 01% homelessness
KEY TOPICS - healthy school meals
2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Indicator Source
1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 %
Number of provinces where the school
meals checklist is obligatory in the 4 4 BMBWF

tendering criteria for school canteens

Number of schools providing one healthy
meal a day

Data not available
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KEY TOPICS - Early childhood, education and care

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Indicator Source
1,000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 %
Number of children in ECEC establishment ~ O-2years 76 291% 78 301% 77 299% 79 312% 82 321% 87 350% 89 367% Statistics Austria,
or with day carers by age statistics on
pre-primary
education
3-5years 242 947% 247 945% 249 93.8% 254 950% 256 95.4% 252 942% 252 948%  (2018-2022;
calculations
by Federal
Chancellery)
Number of 0—2-year-olds in EDEC facilities Burgenland 2 332% 2 348% 351% 376% 3 395% 3 412% 3 448%
or with day carers by province Carinthia 4 265% 4 289% 4 300% 4 293% 5 332% 5 367% 5 394% Statistics Austria,
Lower Austria 13 272% 13 28.6% 13 278% 14 303% 15 319% 17 364% 17 396%  Statisticson
pre-primary
Upper Austria 9  187% 9 204% 9 201% 10 220% 1 234% 1 245% 12 267% education
Salzburg 4 251% 4 264% 5 268% 277% 29.4% 31.4% 336%  and créches
Styria 7 205% 7 9% 7 223% 229% 24.0% 25.0% 272%  (2018-2022;
calculations
Tyrol 6 268% 6 278% 6 279% 29.3% 310% 7 338% 33.8% b
y Federal
Vorarlberg 4 280% 4 284% 4 298% 4 315% 4 352% 5 369% 5 379%  Chancellery)
Vienna 28 455% 27 456% 26 445% 26 455% 25 431% 27 474% 26 475%
Number of 0-2-year-olds in ECEC Burgenland 1 219% 1 268% 1 489% 1 443% 2 ©550% 1 505% 1 515%
facilities which conform to the ‘Family Carinthia 2 715% 3 724% 3 752% 3 728% 3 725% 3 721% 3 692%
and Occupation’ compatibility indicator | o Aictia 4 311% 4 322% 6  511% 6 444% 6  416% 10 623% 11 645% ,
by province - - : : : - 5 - Statistics Austria,
Upper Austria 2 27.6% 2 249% 2 261% 2 241% 2 241% 3  286% 3 270%  itictics on
Salzburg 1 376% 2 404% 2 443% 2 473% 2 428% 2 427% 2 40.0% pre-primary
Styria 3 480% 3 470% 3 443% 3 435% 3 407% 3 381% 3 395% ed“‘?f{“;’” and
creches
Tyrol 3 524% 3 521% 3 506% 3 492% 3 520% 4 517% 4 528%
Vorarlberg 2 558% 2 587% 2 615% 3 639% 3 635% 3 653% 3 720%
Vienna 25 928% 25 93.6% 23 937% 22 881% 21 894% 23 891% 23 888%




2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Indicator Source
1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 %

Number of children in ECEC 0-2 years 54 227% 79 273% 69 255% 67 289% 57 23.0% 59 241% 73 30.2% Statistics Austria;
establishments by age 3-5years 213 84.8% 236 927% 232 898% 233 89.8% 239 919% 235 904% 234 900%  CUSIC
(0-2 years and
Number of children at risk of poverty or 0-2 years AROPE not
exclusion in ECEC establishments by age reported because
3-5years 39 734% 47 864% 44 757% 58 B818% 50 855% 45 788% 32 773% thereweretoo
few cases)

Average' m?nthly expenditure for childcare 142 140 190 174
for 1 child in euro

Statistics Austria;
Average monthly expenditure for childcare EU-SILC
for 1 child affected by poverty or social 120 M5 146 146
exclusion in euro
Government expenditure on EDEC Statistics Austria,
(ISCED 2011 level 0) as % of GDP / 06% / 06% / 07% / 07% / 07% / 07% statistics on

education costs

Reduction in the share of children Monitoring of
(aged 4-5) in a group displaying a specific effects of the
need for language support at the end of agreement on

pre-primary education pre-primary

education
concluded pursuant
to Article 15a
of the Federal
Constitutional Act
B-VG

/ 30% [/ 2% / -20% / 2% / -23% -18%
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KEY TOPICS - education provision, school-related activities

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Indicator Source
1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 %
15-year-old students not exceeding Reading / 24% / 25%
competence level 1 in a basic skill Mathematics / 21% / 25%
Science / 22% / 23%
Average reading performance (in points) of Low social 440 423
i status OECD (PISA)
students (aged 15-16) by social status
Medium social 487 482
status
High social
'gh soclal 540 538
status
Lower secondary schools reporting that Total 0.430 29.8% 0.208 14.4%
shortages in educational resources have i
a9 : . ; Baseline low 1, 158 5319, 0086 307%  |OSandPH
an impact on high-quality education, by and very low Steiermark,
socio-economic baseline of schools Baseline OECD-TALIS/
balanced and 0272 23.7% 0122 105% BMB
higher
Number of FTEs in school psychology
. . 0.126 / 0.126 / 0.126 / 0127 / 0.126 / 0.128 / 0175 / BMB
services (MIS evaluation)
Number of FTEs for school social workers
(data expected to be available from the BMB
2025 calendar year)
Young pesple not in sducation, smploy= Total 181 13.0% 181 129% 151 108% 166 125% 142 104% 167 12.0% 179 13.8%
ment or training (NEETSs): 16-29-year-olds Male 69 98% 91 127% 62 88% 74 10% 68 97% 78 108% 95 142% Statistics Austria;
ook o b L Gl e Female 12 164% 90 131% 88 129% 92 141% 74 11% 89 133% 85 135% EU-SILC
training for at least 6 months
AROPE 78 28.6% 71 252% 64 260% 70 294% 53 20.6% 65 246% 57 250%
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Indicator

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Source
1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 %

Pupils in compulsory general schools
receiving day care

Definitive positions
for compulsory
194 33.4% 201 347% 217 362% 229 374% general schools,
day-care centre
statistics

Number of children (aged 0-15) unable to Total

17 18% 8 08% 21 23% 26 26% 27 27% 8 08% 20 20%

attend school trips or school events for

q AROPE
financial reasons

Statistics Austria;
5 76% 1 07% 19 93% 22 106% 13 65% 6 28% 14 63% EU-SILC
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KEY TOPICS - Health care

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Indicator Source
1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 %

Number of children or young people Total /  10%

(aged 0-17) who did not receive treatment  Net monthly

within 12 months although they were in }?ouseho'ld Statistics Austria,
need el;\c?r:ﬁs:d / 24% health survey
uivalil
form < 60% of
the median
Care regions where the number of incl. private
outpatient paediatric care units doctors
falls short of the minimum target of (corresponds 9 of 10 of 1 of 12 of 12 of 12 of
4.2 medical outpatient care units® t? r:quirem(.ent 32 28.1% 32 31.3% 32 34.4% 32 375% 3 375% 3 375%
per 100 000 members of the resident of the Austrian
population*** Structural Plan
for Health)
- Austrian
Without 13 of 1 of 13 of 13 of 13 of 12 of
40.6% 4.4% 40.6% 40.6% 40.6% 5% i i
private doctors 32 0.6% 32 34.4% 32 0.6% 32 0.6% 32 0.6% 32 375% I:lat:o;elzl Public
ealth Institute
Care regions where the number of incl. private (Gesundheit
outpatient children’s and young people’s ( doctorsd Osterreich GmbH)
psychiatric care units falls short of the corresponas o of 13 of 13 of 12 of Mof 9 of
minimum target of 0.6 medical outpatient tcf> rﬁqwremént 32 50.0% 12 40.6% 3 40.6% 3 37.5% 32 34.4% 3 28.1%
care units® per 100 000 members of the of the Austrian
resident population*** Structural Plan
for Health)
Without 16 of 13 of 13 of 12 of 1 of 9 of
50.0% 40.6% 40.6% 375% 34.4% 28.1%
private doctors 32 32 32 32 32 32
Number of districts with Friihe Hilf
n:tTvo‘:L: stricts with Frihe Tien 7 districts  all 94 all 94 BMASGPK
Number of billed consultations for
mothers consulting a midwife under the BMASGPK,
th hild 9 t sch (si 28.8 341% 293 349% 320 387% 344 405% 310 38.0% 301 392% parent-child
mother-child passport scheme (since passport

1 January 2024: parent-child passport)
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2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Indicator Source
1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 %
Proportion of overweight or obese Statistics Austria,
ey ele el / 293% / 301% / 313% / 326% / 330% / 327% / 324% national
service medical
examinations
Number of overweight or obese children Total / 16.2% /  210%
and young people (aged 11-17) Male /  202% /  25.6% Austrian
Female /  134% /  168% National Public
Proportion of overweight or obese Total /  20.6% / 292% Health |”5titf‘te
children and young people (aged 11-17) Male /  25.0% / 353% .. (Ges.undhe|t
from low-income families® Osterreich GmbH),
Female /  174% /  23.6% Health Behaviour
Proportion of overweight or obese Total /  157% / 194% in School-aged
children and young people (aged 11-17) Male /  202% /  237% Children (HBSC)
from medium- or high-income families® Female / 11.6% / 155%
Proportion of overweight or obese Total /[ 24% / 27% Austrian
8-year-old children Male / 25% / 30% National Public
Health Institute
(Gesundheit
Osterreich GmbH),
Female /  24% /  24% Childhood Obesity
Surveillance
Initiative (COSI)
Proportion of overweight or obese In future:
children (aged 0-5) BMASGPK,
electronic
parent-child
passport
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2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Indicator Source
1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 %
Number of children and young people Total /  344% /  360%
(aged 11-17) who consider themselves fat Male /  290% /  304%
Female / 38.6% /  4.0%
Number of children and young people Total /  389% /  A34%
(aged 11-17) from low-income families® Male /  343% / 38.4%
who consider themselves fat Female / 428% / 479%
Austrian
Number of children and young people Total / 235% / 303% National Public
(aged 11-17) who eat fruit and vegetables -in- Health Institut
g g from |ow. {n / 203% / 260% ealth Insti u e
at least once a day come families? (Gesundhelt
Number of children and young people Total / 341% /  407% Osterreich Gn’TbH)’
(aged 11-17) who d R v h - Health Behaviour
aged 11-17) who do not usually have from Iowj{n- / 394% / 467% in School-aged
breakfast on school days come families® Children (HBSC)
Number of children and young people Total / 16.0% /  165%
(aged 11-17) who consume sugary soft -in-
? gary from Iow.|.n / 193% /o 226%
drinks every day come families?
Number of students (aged around 15 and Total / 817% /  824%
over) attending a dental check-up at least -in-
g P from Iow‘ |.n / 727% / 723%
once a year come families®
Number of children (aged 6-7) without Total /  55% /  58% Austrian
dental caries**** by parents’ educational Lower " National Public
attainment secondary / ° Health Institute
0 (Gesundheit
pp;:-r / 57% Osterreich GmbH),
secondary dental status
Tertiary / 66% survey
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KEY TOPICS — Adequate housing

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Indicator Source
1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 %

Number of children and young people Total 72 46% 69 44% 83 52% 102 62% 127 77%
(aged 0-17) affected by severe housing
deprivation, i.e. overcrowding + at least AROPE 35 105% 33 95% 40 M1% 55 149% 66 184%
1 of 3 housing deprivation criteria
Number of children and young people Total 106 68% 94 60% 9% 60% 92 56% 94 57%
(aged 0-17) living in households

- AROPE 92 277% 84 247% 89 252% 86 235% 87 244%
overburdened by housing costs
Number of children and young people Total 223 142% 221 140% 227 141% 232 142% 246 149%
(aged 0-17) living in overcrowded housing AROPE 16 349% 124 363% 128 361% 138 377% 138 385%
Number of children and young people Total 169 108% 167 10.6% 173 108% 192 M7% 222 135% Statistics Austria
(aged 0-17) living in housing with dam _ - '

9 y 9 9 P AROPE 49 149% 46 135% 46 129% 64 174% 78 218% EU-SILC (3-year

or mou average)*
Number of children and young people Total 78 50% 79 50% 85 53% 101 62% 17 71%
(aged 0-17) living in housing which is dark AROPE 28 85% 29 87% 36 102% 44 121% 50 139%
Number of children and young people Total 914 583% 906 573% 886 55.0% 886 542% 894 543%
(aged 0-17) living in a situation of house

. AROPE 88 264% 78 229% 78 218% 79 21.6% 82 231%
or apartment ownership
Number of children and young people Total m  71% 129 81% 141 87% 145 89% 135 8.2%
(aged 0-17) living in municipal housing AROPE 62 189% 74 217% 75 212% 76 207% 62 172%
Number of children and young people Total 219 140% 220 139% 233 145% 250 15.3% 251 15.2%
(aged 0-17) living in cooperative housing AROPE 54 163% 57 168% 62 173% 70 192% 65 182%
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REFERENCE VALUES

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Indicator Source
1,000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 %
N f chil I
umber of children and young people 1568 181% 1,556 179% 1579 18.0% 14613 18.3% 1,640 185% 1453 18.4% 1,646 18.2%
(aged 0-17) Statistics Austria;
N f chil I EU-SILC
umber of children and young people 1,370 15.8% 1371 157% 1370 15.6% 1,399 159% 1,409 159% 1415 15.8% 1,446 16.0%
(aged 0-15)
Number of children and young people Statistics Austria,
(aged 0-17) 1567 18.0% 1582 181% 1610 18.3% 1.635 18.4% 1.646 18.4% EU-SILC (3-year
average)*
Number of children and young people
(aged 0-17) at the beginning of the year/ 1534 174% 1536 173% 1543 173% 1,544 173% 1,552 173% 1578 17.3% 1580 17.3%
share of total population
Number of children and young people 0-2years 262 171% 262 171% 259 16.8% 255 165% 255 164% 255 161% 248 157%
(aged 0-17) at the beginning of the year 3-5years 254 16.6% 257 167% 263 171% 267 173% 267 172% 268 170% 266 16.8%
by age/ share of 0-17-year-olds 6-8years 251 163% 253 165% 253 164% 257 166% 259 167% 270 171% 274 174%
9-1years 251 16.4% 250 16.3% 253 16.4% 254 164% 257 165% 261 165% 265 16.8%
12-14years 255 166% 256 167% 254 165% 254 165% 254 163% 261 16.6% 262 16.6%
15-17 years 261 170% 257 167% 260 168% 258 167% 260 168% 263 167% 264 167%
Number of children and young people Male 790 515% 790 514% 793 514% 794 514% 798 514% 812 514% 813 515% ciotictics Austria
(aged 0-17) at the beginning of the year population
b Female 744 485% 746 48.6% 749 48.6% 750 48.6% 754 48.6% 767 48.6% 767 485% -
y gender / share of 0-17-year-olds statistics
Number of children and young people Burgenland 47 31% 47 31% 47 30% 47 31% 47 31% 48 31% 48 3.0%
(aged 0-17) at the beginning of the year Carinthia 92 60% 91 59% 91 59% 91 59% 91 59% 91 58% 91 58%
by province/share of 0-17-year-olds Lower Austria 293 191% 294 191% 295 191% 296 191% 297 191% 302 191% 301 191%
Upper Austria 269 175% 269 175% 271 17.6% 271 17.6% 273 17.6% 277 175% 277 175%
Salzburg 98  64% 98 64% 99 64% 99 64% 99 64% 100 63% 100 6.3%
Styria 200 131% 201 131% 201 131% 201 13.0% 202 13.0% 205 13.0% 206 13.0%
Tyrol 132 86% 132 86% 132 86% 132 86% 133 86% 134 85% 134 85%
Vorarlberg 76 50% 76 50% 76 49% 76 50% 77 50% 78 49% 78 49%
Vienna 326 213% 328 214% 330 214% 330 214% 332 214% 343 217% 346 219%
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Indicator

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 % 1000 %

Source

Number of children and young people
(aged 0-17) by nationality / share of
0-17-year-olds

Austria 1,262 823% 1,257 819% 1,255 81.4% 1,250 81.0% 1,249 80.5% 1,243 787% 1,234 781%

EU-27/EFTA 120 78% 127 83% 135 88% 142 92% 148 95% 154 98% 159 101%

Other

. . 152 99% 151 99% 152 99% 152 98% 155 10.0% 182 11.5% 188 119%
third countries

Total population at the start of the year

8822 / 8859 / 8901 8933 / 8979 / 9105 / 9159 /

Statistics Austria,
population
statistics

Number of births

86 / 85 / 84 / 86 / 83 / 78 / 77

Statistics Austria,
national
population trend
statistics

Gross domestic product in € billion

383.2 395.7 380.3 406.2 4494 477.8 4941

Statistics Austria,
national accounts
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Annex ll: Tables of targets

Second progress report on implementation of the European Child Guarantee in Austria



Target

Poverty and social exclusion targets

Indicator

Source

To halve the
risk of poverty
or exclusion
among children
and young
people

Share of children
and young people
(aged 0-17) at risk
of poverty or social
exclusion

Statistics Austria;
EU-SILC

To halve
severe material
and social
deprivation
among children
and young
people

Share of children and
young people (aged
0-17) with severe
material and social
deprivation

Statistics Austria;
EU-SILC

Target

Ziele Frihkindliche Betreuung, Bildung und Erziehung

Indicator

Source

To meet the
Barcelona
target

Childcare rate of
under-3s (including
with childminders)

Statistics

Austria, childcare

statistics

elsny Ul aajueiens pliyd ueadoing ay) jo uonejuswa|dwi uo yiodas ssaiboid puosss

To reinforce
early language
support

Reduction of the
proportion of children
in a group displaying
a specific need for
language support

at the end of pre-
primary education

Monitoring of
effects of the
agreement on
pre-primary
education con-
cluded pursuant
to Article 15a
of the Federal
Constitutional
Act B-VG

6/
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Ziele Inklusive Bildungsangebote und schulbezogene Aktivitaten

Target Indicator 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2026 2030 Source

1 To reduce early Ranking among
dropout rates the Member States

from schools for the share of
and vocational  18-24-year-olds not [EU
training completing upper 13t (81%) 14 (8.0%) 17 (8.4%) 16" (8.6%) 15* (8.1%) Top Ten] Eurostat
secondary level
(Sekundarstufe Il)
who are not in a
training programme
2 To expand Share of children in Definitive
all-day schools  compulsory general positions for
schooling receiving compulsory
day care general
33% 35% 36% 37% [38.5%] [40%] schooling,
child day care
centre statistics,
Education
Investment Act
3 To improve Share of 15-year-old
basic skills students not ex-
ceeding competence 24% 25% [20%]

level 1 in the basic
skill of reading

Share of 15-year-old

students not ex-

ceeding competence 21% 25% [20%] PISA (OECD)
level 1 in the basic

skill of mathematics

Share of 15-year-old

students not ex-

ceeding competence 22% 23% [20%]
level 1 in the basic

skill of science
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Target Indicator 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2026 2030 Source
4 To increase Share of pupils with
inclusion special education
support needs who
are taught in an 64% 64% 62% 63% 63% [80%] Statistics Austria
integrated way in
compulsory general
schools
Healthy school meals targets
Target Indicator 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2030 Source
1 To implement Number of provinces
standardised, where the school
high-quality meals checklist is BMBWF/
standards for obligatory in the 4 [9] education
school meals tendering criteria for directorates
throughout the  school canteens
country
2 To ensure Share of school-
access children receiving Survey/ [Overall BMBWF/
at least one free, Not available development implementa- education
healthy meal each of concept tion] directorates

school day




8

elsny Ul dsjueIENg p|IYyD ueadoing ays jo uolrejuswa|dw uo 1iodes ssaiboid puoses

Health care targets

Target Indicator 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2026 2030 Source
1 To improve Share of children
health d |
@ ?an ezo(;l_r;gﬂp:ﬂos:: Statistics Austria;
9 . 77 % [80 %] [82 %] EU-SILC child
good health who are module
affected by poverty
or social exclusion
1a To improve Share of children Austrian
health and young people National Public
(aged 11-17) from Health Institute
low-income families (Gesundheit
261 % 29 % 32% - :
in excellent health [29%] [32%] Osterreich GmbH),
Health Behaviour
in School-aged
Children (HBSC)
2 To reduce Share of children
mental health and young people )
complaints (aged 11-17) from Austrian
. R National Public
low-income families
Health Institute
a who rarely or .
never have one of (Gesundheit
65.3% [70 %] [75 %] Osterreich
four defined mental
R GmbH), Health
health complaints L
i ritation/bad d Behaviour in
(irritation/ba .moo | School-aged
nervousness, diffi- Children (HBSC)
culty falling asleep,
dejection)
3 To improve Care regions where
paediatric care  the number of
outpatient paediatric Austrian
care units falls short National Public
of the minimum Health Institute
4.4% 40.6% ‘5% 25% 15% 10%
target of 4.2 medical 34.4% 0.6% 375 [25%] [15%] [10%] (Gesundheit
outpatient care units Osterreich
per 100,000 members GmbH)

of the resident
population
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Target Indicator 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2026 2030 Source
4 To expand Care regions where
psychiatric the number of
outpatient care outpatient children’s
for children and and young people’s Austrian
young people psychiatric care units National Public
fa!ls. short of the 10.6% 375% 34.4% 30%] 20%] [10%] Health Instltfjte
minimum target of (Gesundheit
0.6 medical out- Osterreich
patient care units per GmbH)
100 000 members
of the resident
population
5 To roll out Number of districts
Friihe Hilfen with Friihe Hilfen 71 all all [all] BMSGPK
nationwide networks
6 To make better Share of pregnant
use of the women consulting
mother-child a midwife under
passport the parent-child BMSGPK,
. 38.7% 40.5% 38.0% 39.2% [50%] parent-child
offer (since passport scheme
passport
1 January 2024:
parent-child
passport)
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Healthy eating targets

Target Indicator 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2029 2030 Source
1 To reduce Share of overweight Statistics
excess weight  or obese 18-year-old 32.6% 33.0% 327% 324%  [294%] [265%] Austria, nati?nal
and obesity males service medical
examinations
Share of overweight Austrian
or obese children National Public
and young people Health Institute
(aged 11-17) from (qesundheit
low-income families 29.2% [26.5%] [23.5%] Osterreich
GmbH), Health
Behaviour in
School-aged
Children (HBSC)
Share of overweight Austrian
or obese 8-year-old National Public
children Health Institute
(Gesundheit
24.3% 27 % [22%] [20%)] Osterreich
GmbH), Child-
hood Obesity
Surveillance
Initiative (COSI)
Share of overweight In future:
or obese children BMSGPK,
[define )
(aged 0-5) targets] [thd ] electronic
parent-child
passport
2 To promote Share of children Austrian
healthy eating  and young people National Public
(aged 11-17) from Health Institute
low-income families (qesundheit
who eat fruit and 33% [31.5%] [38%] Osterreich

vegetables at least
once a day

GmbH), Health
Behaviour in
School-aged

Children (HBSC)
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Adequate housing targets

Target Indicator 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 Source
1 To eliminate Number of children
homelessness and young people Data h -
among children (aged 0-17) affected Feasibility study [Survey] ata have yet to
be gathered
and young by homelessness
people
2 To reduce Number of children
housing cost and young people
burdeni d 0-17) affected
over!| I:ll' ening (age ‘ ) affecte 92000 94,000 [47000]
affecting by housing cost
children and overburdening
young people
3 Toreduce Number of children
housi d |
T e 232,000 246,000 [101,000]
quality /severe (aged 0-17) living in
housing overcrowded housing
deprivati
A |o.n Number of children
among children
and young people . .
and young (aged 0-17) livin Statistics Austria,
people i ving 192,000 222,000 [90,000]  EU-SILC (3-year
in housing which is average)*
damp or affected by 9
mould
Number of children
and young people
(aged 0-17) living 101,000 117,000 [39,000]
in housing which is
dark
Share of children
and young people
(aged 0-17) affected 6.2% 7.7% [2.2%)]

by severe housing
deprivation




Glossar

ABC: Act, Belong, Commit: Get Active, Skill Up and Nurture Relationships for the
Psychosocial Health of Young People in Times of Increased Digitalisation

AGES: Austrian Agency for Health and Food Safety

AHS: academic secondary school

AMS: Public Employment Service

AOF: Association of Autonomous Austrian Women’s Refuges

BCS: Bosnian/Croatian/Serbian

BHS: vocational secondary school

BKA: Federal Chancellery

BMASGPK: Federal Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs, Health, Care and
Consumer Protection

BMB: Federal Ministry of Education

BMFWF: Federal Ministry of Women, Science and Research

BMS: vocational intermediate school

BMWKMS: Federal Ministry of Housing, Arts, Culture, Media and Sport

BOP: Professional Association of Austrian Psychologists

BVG Kinderrechte:  Federal Constitutional Act on the Rights of Children

DMO: Umbrella Organisation for Men'’s, Boys' and Fathers’ Work in Austria
ECEC: Early childhood education and care

EKP: Parent-child passport

ESF+: European Social Fund Plus

ESSOSS: European System of Integrated Social Protection Statistics
FAG: Fiscal Equalisation Act

FEM.A: Association of Feminist Single Parents

FFG: Research Funding Group

FGM: female genital mutilation

FGO: Healthy Austria Fund

FH: Early Childhood Intervention Programme (Friihe Hilfen)
FLAF: Family Compensation Fund

FTE: Full time equivalent

FZB: Family time bonus for fathers

GOG: Austrian National Public Health Institute

(Gesundheit Osterreich GmbH)

HBSC: Health Behaviour in School-Aged Children
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ISA:

IQs:

KBG:

LEA Let’s

Empower Austria:

LWA-G:

MINT:

NAP:
NEBA:
NZFH.at:

OBVP:
OeAD:
OGs:
OIF:
OPA:
O6zpPGs:

Paediatric PCU:
PCU:
PPP:

PrimVG:
PRISM:

SPF:

SOL:

TF-SOD:

UNCRPD:

VIF:

Institute for Social Work in Minster, Germany
(Institut fiir Soziale Arbeit Miinster e.V.)

Institute for Quality Assurance in Education

Childcare allowance

Austrian fund to empower and promote women and girls

Living and Housing Cost Compensation Act

mathematics, IT, natural sciences and technology

(equivalent to STEM in English)

National Action Plan
Professional assistance network

National Centre for Early Childhood Intervention Programme

Austrian Federal Association for Psychotherapy
Austria's Agency for Education and Internationalisation
Austrian Sign Language

Austrian Integration Fund

Austrian Platform for Single Parents

Austrian Centre for Psychological Health Promotion in the School Sector

paediatric primary care units

primary care units

Public-Public Partnership

Primary Care Act

Prevention-orientated Rights-based Approach to Support Mental Health

in Vulnerable Population Groups

Special educational needs

Socio-economic baseline for schools

Socio-Economic Determinants of Health Task Force

UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

‘Family and Occupation’ compatibility indicator
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